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SHORT ACCOUNT. 
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DOCTRINE ax» PRACTICES 
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'DIVESTED OF ALL 


CONTROVERSY, 
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And humbly recommended to the peruſal of all 1 
good CATHOLICS as well as PROTESTANTS. 3 


Ubi rerum teftimonia adſunt, non opus eft verbis. 2 
Ciczz0o, _ © Rho | 
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INTRODUCTION. 


OOKS of controverſy are out of date.—Pro- 
lix ones no body reads, ſhort ones are in- 
ſufficient. This has induced me to lay aſide all 
controverſial arguments, and only to preſent the 
public with a plain account of ſome of the prin- 
cipal Tenets and Practices of the Church of Rome; 
without making any farther comment upon them, 
than what will be neceſſary to explain, and cxhi- 
bit them in their true light, And this, I appre- 
hend, may be of equal Service to Proteſtants and 
Tapiſts:— the former being little acquainted with 
Popery ; and the greateſt part of-the latter know- 
ing their own religion but very imperfectly. With 
this intention I have written this ſmall tract. If 
in any particular I am miſtaken, I doubt not, 
but Mr. O Leary, a gentleman of great learning 
and known moderation, will ſet me right. 


The Church of Rome being the ſubje& of this 
treatiſe, to avoid the frequent repetition of the 
ſame word, I ſhall indifferently call its members, 
Catholics, Roman Catholics, or Papifts. Of theſe 
names they are moſt pleaſed with that at balic, 
which in its original ſenſe ſignifies Hel: a 
Catholic is therefore an univerſal man. But No- 
man Catholic, reduces this univerſal man to a par- 
ticular member of the Church of Rome, which is a 
contradiction in terms. They are affronted at 
being called Papifts ; yet it is a name, ſays cardi- 
nal Be//armine, that does them the greateſt ho- 
Nour, wherein they ſhquld glory, and of which 
they ſhould be proud. Theſe are his words, 
* Certe nullo ſublimiori gloria titulo exornare, nec 
** certius eos efſe Cathalicos demonſtrare potuiſſent, 
* quam eos nuncupare Ramands atque Papiſtas.” Bel- 
larm. in Martyrolog. ad 16. Oct. 
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& © HE faith of Proteſtants is founded upon the 
divine authority of the holy ſcriptures. 
The holy ſcriptures are. our rule of faith, the 
only infallible judge of controverſies : © (a) and 
* whatſoever is not read therein, nor may be 
proved thereby, is not required to be believed 
as an article of faith, or be thought requiſite 
or neceſſary to ſalyation,” | 
The faith of the Romas 5 lies, ſays. Car- 
dinal Pallavicini, (b) “ is founded upon the” pre- 
B lended, 
(a) Sixth article of religion, (5) Hiſt. of the Council 
of Trent, I. 3. c. 4. $6. | | 
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tended, © infallible authority of the church :* i. e. 
the church of Rome. And though this faith in- 
cludes the ſcriptures, the traditions, the fathers, 
the councils, the deciſions of popes, -an immenſe 
field; yet it may be reduced to one fingle article, 
—to believe with an implicit faith, what the 
church believes; which is for the moſt part, to 
believe blindly what the prieſt of the pariſh be- 


| lieves. 


But to have a comprehenſive knowledge of 
the doctrine of the church of Rome, and to ſee 
wherein it agrees with, or differs from that of 
the church of England, we muſt confult the bull 
of Pope Pius IV. dated the 13th of November, 
1564, in confirmation of the council of Trent: 
(c) wherein he enjoins all Catholics, under pain 
of anathema, to believe and profeſs all the fol- 
lowing articles.—The creed runs thus, | 


« ] believe; and profeſs to believe with a firm 
« faith, all that is contained in the ſymbol of 


* faith, which is received in the holy Roman 


„ church: as follows, 


SEL; ee believe, in one God, the Fa- 
Firſt part. © ther almighty, maker of heaven 
“and earth, and of all things viſi- 
* ble and inviſible: : 


& And 


(e) The laſt general council. It was convened in the 
city of Trent, in the year 1543, and continued, with ſeve- 
ral interruptions and renewals to 1563.—lts profeſſed object 
was to oppoſe the errors of Luther and Calvin, and to reform 


me diſcipline and morals of the clergy. 
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And in one Lord, Jeſus Chriſt, the only be- 
* gotten Son of God, begotten of his Father be- 
2 — all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
\ e very God of very God, begotten not made, be- 
ing of one ſubſtance with the Father: by 
**-whom all things were made: who for us men, 
* and for our ſalvation, came down from hea- 
ven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghoſt of 
* the Virgin Mary, and was made man ; and was 
** crucified alſo for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
* ſuffered, and was buried, and the third day 
he roſe again according to the ſcriptures, and 
* aſcended into heaven, and fitteth on the right 
* hand of the Father. And he ſhall come again, 

» * with glory, to judge both the quick and the 
* dead: whoſe kingdom ſhall have no end. | 


* And I believe in the Holy Ghoſt, the Lord 

and giver of life; who proceedeth from the 

% Father and the Son; who, with the Father and 
the Son together, is worſhipped and glorified, 

„ who ſpake by the prophets. And I belieye 

one catholic and apoſtolic church. I acknow- 

* ledge one baptiſm for the remiſſion of ſins. 

And I look for the reſurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.” 


Thus far is the Meene creed, which is uſed by 
all Catholics in their daily maſs ; and alſo by us 
on every Sunday and holiday. (This creed was 
drawn up by the council of Nice, A. D. 325 ; and, 
at that time the aſſenting to it was deemed a 
ſufficient proof of a man's being a good Chriſ- 
tian :) but it is not now ſufficient to prove a man 
a good Catholic. He muſt moreover make the 
following confeſſion, 1 2 7 is the diſtinctive * 
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of the Romiſh creed, preſcribed by the bull of 


Pope Pius IV. 


e receive and embrace, with a 
Second part, © firm faith, the apoſtolical and 
; * eccleſiaſtical traditions, and all 


_« inſtitutions and practices of the church of 


we Rome. 


I receive the holy ſcriptures, according to the 
* ſenſe of the holy mother church, —(the church 
of Rome to be ſure,)—** to which alone it apper- 
tains, to judge of the true meaning and inter- 
pretation of the holy ſcriptures; and I promiſe 
neither to underſtand nor interpret them, but 
in the unanimous ſenſe of the holy fathers (d). 
I confeſs alſo, that there are /ever ſacraments 
of the new law, inſtituted by Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, for the ſalvation of mankind, altho' not 
equally neceſſary to every one; viz. Baptiſm, 
— Confirmation,—the Euchariſt, — Penance, — 
« Extreme Unction,—Orders,—and Marriage, — 
all conferring grace. 
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* receive and embrace all the ceremonies, 
approved of and practiſed by the catholic 
church, in the public adminiſtration of all 
„ thoſe Sacraments. | | 


© T embrace and admit all that hath been de- 


dlared and decided by the holy council of Trent, 
concerning original fin and juſtification. 


«& con- 


(4) The fathers are none of the beſt interpreters of ſcrip- 


ture ;—but if they were — where is their ananimes ſenſe to 


be found? 
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*-] confeſs alſo, that a true, proper, and pro- 


pitiatory ſacrifice is offered in the maſs, for the 
living and the dead: And that in the moſt ho- 


ly ſacrament of the Euchariſt, is truly, really, 


and ſubſtantially, the body and the load, toge- 
ther with the /¹ and the divinity of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt : And that there is made a con- 
verſion of the whole ſubſtance of the bread, 
into the body, and of the whole ſubſtance of 
the wine, into the blood, of our Saviour; which 
converſion or change, the Catholic church, calls 
Tranſubſtantiation. I confeſs alſo, that | 
Chriſt whole and entire, and the true ſacra- 
ment is received, under the one or the other of 
the two kinds, by the faithful. 


« ] hold firmly, that there is a purgatory, 
and that the ſouls therein detained are aſſiſted 
by the prayers of the faithful. 7 


* Likewiſe, that the ſaints, who reign with 
Chriſt in heaven, are to be honoured and pray- 
ed to; and that they offer their prayers to 
God for us; and that their relics ought to be 
venerated,  - 3 b 


« I firmly believe that the images of Jeſus -. 
Chriſt and of the bleſſed Virgin, mother of God, 
as alſo thoſe of other ſaints, ought to be re- 


tained and preſerved, and honoured with all 
proper veneration. 92 


* I alſo affirm, that Jeſus Chriſt has left in the 
church the power of indulgences, the uſe of 
them being very ſalutary to chriſtian people. 


* acknow- 
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I acknowledge the catholic and apoſtolic Ro- 
e man church, to be the mother and miſtreſs of 
e all churches ; and (e) I promiſe and ſwear true 
* obedience to the 122 f Rome, vicar of ſe- 
* ſus Chriſt, ſucceſlor of St. dro? prince of the 
e apoſtles. 


— 


* T confeſs and receive, without any doubt, all 
other things left by tradition, and decided by 
* holy canons and cecumenical councils, 24 
yo * by the holy and ſacred council of Trent. 


— 


* And I condemn, reject, and e e 

* all things contrary to theſe articles; and all the 
„ hereſies, whatever they be, that have been con- 
* demned, rejected and anathematiſed by the 
0 church, 
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1 This is the true Catholic faith, out of which 
8 * none can be ſaved”. 


The fr/ part of theſe articles we Proteſtants 
profeſs and believe: not becauſe they were de- 
termined in the council of Nice; but becauſe 
they are clearly contained in the holy ſcriptures. 


3 The ſecond part, enjoined by pope Pius IV. we 
ff reject and condemn : not becauſe it was deter- 
mined in the council of Trent; but becauſe it is 
not contained in the holy ſcriptures, either ex- 
plicitly or by implication. | 


The apoſtle St. Paul, in the 8th verſe of the 
firſt chapter of his epiſtle to the Galatians, 
has theſe words, Though we, or an angel from 
2 heaven, 


0 This TIER more properly the Romiſh clergy. 


heaven, preach any other goſpel © you, than 
* that ye have receiyed; let him be accurſed,” 


(f) © anathema.” Now all the articles of the ſe- 
cond part of pope Pius's creed are certainly very ; 


"SORE 


different from the doctrine of St. Paul, as we 


read it in his epiſtles ; conſequently anathema- 
tiſed by that apoſtle.» Pope P:us or the council 


of Trent, on the other hand, anathematiſes all : 


thoſe who will not receive and believe the addi- 
tional articles aboyementioned. Which of the 
two anathemas is moſt to be dreaded by a chriſ- 
tian ? To which of the two authorities ſhall we 
ſubmit our faith? to that of the apoſtle, or that 


of the Pope of Rome? The prophet Elijah ſaid 


to the Iſraelites, © If the Lord be God, follow 
„him: but if Baal, then follow him.” 1 Kings, 
XV1Ul. 21. | ONE 


That excellent prelate, William Bedel, bi | 
of-Kilmore, in the middle of the laſt century (g), 
very properly ſaid, © Fapiſts and Proteſtants make 


one common chriſtian religion; both believe 


* jn the ſame God, Creator of the World, the 
* ſame Jeſus Chriſt, the Saviour and Redeemer 
of mankind, one Holy Ghoſt, who proceedeth 
« from the Father and the Son, &c.” 


Upon this principle, it is wrong to ſay of a 
Proteſtant who turns Papiſt, or of a Papiſt who be- 


comes a Proteftant, that they have changed their 


religion. They were chriſtians, and they remain 
chriſtians ; with this difference, that a Proteſtant 
8 Woe who 


(/) In the Vulgate, Gal. i. . Sed licet nos aut angelus de 


&:bis, anathema fit. 


(g) Life of biſbop Bedel, by Burnet. . 


cle evangeliſet vobis (wag 6) preterquam quod evangeliſavimu 


. 
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who turns Papiſt, muſt give up his reaſon and the 
holy ſcriptures, and upon the found doctrine he 
has been taught and has profeſſed, muſt build a new 
ſyſtem of religion, ſubverſive of the former.—He 
muſt, on pain of anathema, forſake his religious 
aſſemblies, where he offered up his prayers to 
God in his mother tongue ; and reſolve hereafter 
on aſſiſting at a ſervice in a language which he 
does not underſtand. —He muſt blindly ſubmit 
his faith to the authority of the church of Rome, 
and firmly believe the ſupremacy of the pope, 
tranſubſtantiation, purgatory, the invocation of 

ſaints, the worſhip of images, xc. 


That a Proteſtant of ſound mind, ſhould pro- 
ſeſs and believe all thoſe articles with a ſafe _ 
conſcience, and turn Papiſt, is morally impoſſi- 
ble: whereas for a Papiſt to become a Proteſtant, 
he has only to renounce articles that have no 
foundation in reaſon or ſcripture, and to adhere 
to the firſt part of his creed, the Nicene creed, 
which is primitive chriſtianity. 


Which of the two changes or converſions is 
the moſt rational and ſcriptural, I appeal to eve- 
ry ſenſible and diſpaſſionate Papiſt, and even to 
Mr. OfLeary. | 


. Or rax HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


THERE is nothing upon which Proteſtants 
yalue themſelves more, than their conformity 
with the holy ſcriptures ; and therefore there is 

6: nothing 
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nothing more ſtrongly recommended to their peo- 
ple, whether high or low, than the reading ot 
the Bible, both the Old and the New Teſtament. - 
And in order to facilitate the reading of theſe _ 
books, they have them tranſlated into all the 
modern languages; they are to be found at all 
bookſellers, to be ſeen in all Proteſtant families, 
both rich and poor, and are conſtantly read in 
public and in private. ed 


It is quite the reverſe in the Roman Catholic 
church: there nothing is more guarded againſt, or 
prohibited under ſeverer penalties, than for the 
Catholic people to read the holy ſcriptures (%). 
They may be read by men of learning and in the 
learned languages ; but with this proviſo, that in 
their interpretation, they ſhall' not. deviate from 
the ſenſe of the church, or from that of the holy 
fathers. This privilege is granted alſo to ſome 
private perſons, by a ſpecial licence from the 
pope or biſhop, always obtained with great dif- 
ficulty, and reſtrictions; but never allowed to the 
people at large: that book being deemed by the 
church of Rome obſcure and dangerous, in the 
hands of the unlearned. This is ſet forth at 
length in a french book, printed by authority, 
at Paris; to prove that the ſanctuary ought to be 
ſhut againſt the profane, or the Bible prohibited 
to the vulgar (7). — 


Voltaire 


.(5) Conc. Trident. ſeſſ. iv. Dect. de Canon. Script. In- 
dex, lib. prohib. Reg. 4. 

() Le ſanctuaire fermè aux profanes, ou la Bible defendue 
au, vulgaire: à Paris 1651, en 4to, avec privilege & approba- 
tion des docteurs en theologie de la faculte de Paris. 
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Voltaire in his general hiſtory ſays, *< That in 
** the reign of St. Louis, in the 13th century, a 


* council was held at Toulouſe, wherein for the 


« firſt time, the reading of the ſcriptures was 
prohibited to the laity. This” ſays he, ! was an 
* inſult upon mankind, preſuming to tell them, 


« we will you to have a religion, but we forbid 


you to read the book wherein that religion is 
contained (H.“ I do not quote this author as an 
authority, —but his words as common ſenſe. It 
is, as if the executors of a will ſhould diſpoſe ar- 
bitrarily of the inheritance, and withdraw the will 
of the teſtator from the ſight of the lawful heirs, 
The church of Rome pretends to be ſole truſtee 
to the will and teſtament of our Saviour, and keeps 
it as much as ſhe can from the knowledge of the 
lawful heirs—the chriſtian people. In the begin- 
ning it was not ſo: and the following queſtion 
having been made to the celebrated Fenelon, arch- 
biſhop of Cambray. At what time, and for what 
* reaſon, the church had prohibited the reading of 
* the ſcriptures to the laity (J)?“ That excellent 
prelate an{wered, ©* That in the primitive ages, the 
laity read the ſcriptures in the vulgar tongue 
* that the primitive fathers exhorted the people to 
* read the ſoriptures that St. Chryſoſtom aſcribes 
“all hereſies and errors to the neglect of reading 
* the ſcriptures, that even the children ought to 
« read them, — that St. Jerom adviſes Læta to 
make her grand- daughter read them. But that 
in after times, ſome of the laity making a bad 
uſe of them, the church thought proper to allow 
* the reading of the ſcriptures with great cauti- 
on (in). And the fir ft prohibition he mentions 
| 18 
(%) Concil. Toloſ. cap. xiv. (ö)) Oeuvres ſpirit. de Fene- 
lon, 1740, en 4to. (m) Oeuvres de Fenelon, tom. iv. p. 241. 
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is that of pope Innocent III. in the 13th century, 
on account of the Valdenſes and Albigenſes (n). 


Eraſmus had ſaid, * I wiſh the holy ſcriptures . 
© were tranſlated into all languages (o).“ Theſe 
words of that learned man were highly reprobat- 
ed : what—that a woman, a tradeſman, ſhould 
know any thing of the holy writings? “ Yes,” 
continues Eraſmus, * let the plowman, let the 
„ ſmith, let the bricklayer, read thoſe ſacred - 
books.” The Sorbonne, by a decree dated the 17th 
of December 1527, declared theſe aſſertions of 
Eraſmus, to be raſh, ſcandalous, and heretical. 


In the ſame manner pope Clement XI. treated 
the propoſitions of father Queſnel, who in his 
french tranſlation of the New Teſtament, with 
moral reflections, had affirmed, that The read- 
ing of the holy ſcriptures belongs to all man- 
* kind—that the obſcurity of the ſcriptures does 
not diſpenſe laymen Go the obligation of 
reading them—that to interdict the reading of 
*« the ſcriptures to the people, is to withdraw the 
« uſe of light, from the children of light, and 
ſubject them to a kind of excommunication.” 
— Theſe three are the 8oth, 81ſt, and 85th of the 
101 articles ſelected out of Queſnel's New Teſta- 
ment, which are declared falſe, ſcandalous, and 
heretical, and injurious to the church, by Clement 
XI. in his famous bull Unigenitus, dated the 8th 
of September, 1713, and commonly known by 
the name of the conſtitution. . 2 

| It 
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() Ibid; p. 252, 263. It was to oppoſe and extirpate 
theſe . That the inquiſition was firſt — 
by St. Dominick. (2) Eraſmus in Pref. ad Mat. 
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the ſ{criptures. Fu 


12 . HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


It is alledged by the Romiſh churchmen, that 
the holy ſcriptures do not contain 4 the doctrines 
neceſſary to falvation. And zf the doctrines con- 
tained in the ſecond part of pope Pius's creed, be 
neceſſary to ſalvation, then certainly the ſcriptures 
are deficient. But that was not the opinion of St. 


Paul, who in his ſecond epiſtle to Timothy, has 


theſe words, Continue thou in the things which 
thou haſt learnt and haſt been aſſured of, know- 
ing of whom thou haſt learned them; and that 
from a child thou haſt known the holy ſcrip- 
tures, which are able to make thee wiſe unto | 
* ſalvation, thro' faith which is in Jeſus Chriſt. 
All ſcripture is given by inſpiration of God, 
* and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
© correction, ſor inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that 
** the man of God may be perfect and thorough- 
* ly turniſhed unto all good works (p).” What 
more can be required of a man, than“ to be per- 
* fect, and thoroughly furniſhed unto. all good 
„works?“ And that is what he may be, by the 
holy ſcriptures, which are full ſufficient thereun- - 
19.—We leave to the church of Rome, her works 
of ſupererogation and will-ſervice, not found in 
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(p) 2 Epiſt. Pauli ad Tim. iii. 14—17. Tu vero permane 
in its, que didicifti & credita ſunt tibi; ſciens a qus di diceris: 
et quia ab infantid ſacras litteras noſti, quæ te poſſunt inflruere 


ad julutem, per fidem que eft in Chriflo Jeſu. Omnis ſcriptura 


divinitus inſpirata, utilis eft ad docendum, ad ar guendum, ad cor- 
ib iendum, ad erudiendum in juſtitia: ut perfectus fit bomo Dei, 
ad omne opus bonum inſtructus. | 

I have thought proper to ſubjoin the Latin of the Vulgate, 
which is the verſion authoriſed by the church of Rome, in or- 


der that candid Catholics, comparing it with the ' Engliſh a- 


bove quoted, may fee that they can ſafely make uſe of our 


| Bibles ; at leaſt till they get one of their own. 


j 


by Maximilian II. and by the Bo- 
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Ul. Or DIVINE SERVICE. 


IN the church of Rome, the public ſervice-is 
performed in Latin,—a dead language,—a lan- 
guage not underſtood by the people, at leaſt not 
by one in a hundred. Such an abſurd practice, 
ſo contrary to reaſon and common ſenſe, is an 
unanſwerable reproach to, and a natural prejudice 
againſt the Catholic religion; and is alone ſuffici- 
ent to make one forſake that church. How de- 
grading it is to human nature, to ſee ſo many * 
thouſands of rational beings, who bear the name 
of chriſtians, go regularly to church to hear a man 
mutter for the ſpace of an hour, words, which for 
the far greateſt part of the hearers are empty 
ſounds, and being ſpoken in a language which they 
do not comprehend, can make no impreſſion up- 
on their underſtandings! | 


Vet it has not ſeemed expedient to the fathers; 


at the council of Trent, That the maſs ſhould 


* be celebrated in the vulgar tongue; and they 


« decree—whoever ſays that the vulgar tongue 
js to be uſed in the office of the mats; let him 


Ts. 
45 


be anathema (g):“ and the popes have always 
been ſo tenacious of this unwarrantable practice, 
that notwithſtanding the ſeveral attempts made 


hemians and other nations, to have about A. D. 
divine ſervice performed in the vul · 1570. 
gar tongue, the popes could never | 
be prevailed upon to allow it. The true reaſon 
of that obſtinacy in them is, becauſe in all Ca- 
tholic countries they had the diſpoſal of many 

(2) Council. Trident. ſeſſ. xxii. cap. 8, and cap. 9. can. 
9. anathema fit. 3 | 
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eccleſiaſtical preferments, to which their friends, 
moſtly Italian prieſts, were collated ; who heing 
ignorant of the language of the countries to which 
they were ſent, would have been unable to per- 
form any eccleſiaſtical duty ; but this being done 
in Latin, they were equally qualified for all coun- 
tries. [Beſides they ſay, that uniformity of lan- 
guage, in the public ſervice throughout the whole 
_ catholic world, makes the Catholic religion appear 
to greater advantage. But uniformity in an ab- 
ſurd practice, only makes the abſurdity more uni- 
verſal and more conſpicuous. 


| But though the Catholic people do not under- 
Rand the Latin words, may they not underſtand 
the /enſe of the ſervice? No: for the church of 
Rome is ſo jealous of keeping her people in ig- 

norance, even in this reſpect ; that ſhe expreſsly 
prohibits all tranſlations of the Miſſal into the 
vulgar tongue. The clergy of France, in a letter 
to pope Alexander VII. dated 1661, condemn. the 
french tranſlation of the Miſſal, “ as a novelty, 
** contrary to the uſages of the church, and very 


* pernicious to fouls (r).“ To which letter the 


pope anſwers by a bull, dated the 12th of Janu- 
ary, 1662, againſt thoſe who ſhould turn into 
french the words of divine ſervice, contained in 
the Miſſal, accuſing them, Of ſchiſm, of diſo- 
t bedience, and ſedition; of a novelty which de- 
faces the beauty of the church; of a raſh at- 
** tempt to expoſe the dignity of the ſacred myſ- 
* terics to the yulgar, &c.“ 


And indeed it is no bad policy in the church of 
Rome, to keep the people in ignorance on this 
| | point : 
( See Fenelon OEuvres Spirit, vol. iv. p. 257. 
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point: for if the Miſſal were tranſlated into all 
the modern languages, and that candid Catholics 
ſhould ſeriouſly compare it with the liturgy of . 
the church of England; they would ſoon perceive 
the ſuperiority of the latter. I will not for the 
preſent, enter into a circumſtantial compariſon 
of the two liturgies: but confine myſelf to the 
main part, the confeſſion and ab/olution, the prinei- 
pal object of our meeting in the houſe of God; I 
mean to confeſs our ſins, and to aſk pardon tor 
them. | 


At maſs, the prieſt makes the confeſſion of his 
ſins, © To almighty God, to the bleſſed Virgin 
Mary, to St. Michael the archangel, to St. John 
* the baptiſt, to the apoſtles St. Peter and St. 
* Paul, and to all the Saints, and to you my bre- 
* thren”—turning round to the people There- 
* fore,” continues he, I ſupplicate the bleſſed 
* Virgin Mary, St. Michael the archangel, 14 | 
the baptiſt, the apoſtles St. Peter and St. Paul, 

and you my brethren, to pray to the Lord G 


* for me.” And who are thoſe brethren ?. The 


congregation, who ſee the prieſt direct his words 
to them in a language which they do not under- 
ſtand ; and yet are ſuppoſed to anſwer in the ſame 
language, and in their turn, confeſs their ſins al/o— 
to © God almighty, to the bleſſed Virgin Mary, to 
** St. Michael the archangel, to St. 9p" the bap- 
e tiſt, to the apoſtles St. Peter and St. Paul, to al 
the Saints, and to you my father.—And I ſup- 
«© plicate the bleſſed Virgin Mary, St. Michael the 
*« archangel, St. John the baptiſt, the holy apoſ- 

tles St. Peter and St. Paul, and you my igher, 5 
* to pray for me, &c. &c,” * 


A 


Fd 


. 
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It may be ſaid of the whole ſervice of the 

church of Rome, that it-is made up of incoherent 
| ow in which the names of ſaints are conſtaut- 
y blended with that of God almighty. 


How different, how much more rational is the 
public ſervice of the church of England] where 
the miniſter in a loud voice, and in a language 
underſtood by all preſent, begins with an affection- 
ate exhortation to the people, humbly to confeſs 
their ſins to God, in order to obtain remiſſion of 
the ſame.—Whereupon the whole congregation 
are to fall on their knees, and join with the mi- 
niſter in a devout confeſſion to almighty God, of 
all their fins and wickedneſs, moſt humbly aſk- 
ing forgiveneſs of the ſame, in the name of je- 
*« {us Chriſt our Lord and Saviour.”—Then fol- 
lows the abſolution; which is a declaration to pe- 
nitent ſmners, in the name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt that,“ if they truly repent and unfeigned- 
ly believe his holy goſpel, he will abſolve them 
* of their fins: wherefore they ought to beſeech - 
* him to, grant them true repentance and his Ho- 
* ly Spirit, that the reſt of their life may be pure 
and holy, ſo that at laſt they may come to eter- 
nal joy, through the ſame Jeſus Chriſt, our 
oer! | 


The whole liturgy is in the ſame devout ſtrain, 
and may very juſtly be called the ſublimeſt, the 
moſt rational, and the moſt religious form of 
prayer, that has ever been framed ſince the time 
of the apoſtles: and this, all Roman , Catholics 
mult own, who will read them, with an unpreju- 
diced mind : nor could they have any reaſonable 
ſcruple to join with Proteſtants in their pag 

5 6 an 
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and private prayers, addreſſed to the ſame God 


whom they worſhip, if they were not forbid by 


their ſpiritual directors. | : 


N 
q 
o L - 
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IV. Or run SACRIFICE or Tus MASS. 
THE church of Rome holds, that as often 


as maſs is celebrated, Chriſt is truly and properly 
offered a ſacrifice for our ſins- The council of 
Trent denounces ** anathema againſt whoever de- 
* nies, that in the mals is offered up to God a 
* true and proper ſacrifice (s),“ a real ſacrifice 
of atonement, in which Chriſt's body, literally 


ſpeaking, is every day offered up anew. 


St. Paul ſpeaks a very different language in his 
epiſtle to the Hebrews: © Not that Chriſt ſhould 


offer himſelf often, for now once in the end 


„of the world, hath he appeared, to put away 
* ſin, by the ſacrifice of himſelf.— By one offer- 
ing, he has perfected for ever them that are 
“ ſanctified. Having obtained eternal redempti- 
* on for us Now where remiſſion of ſin is, there 
“is no more offering for ſin (t).“ 8 | 


They, diſtinguiſh in the maſs the ſacrifice from 
the ſacrament : Gt” offers the ſacrifice, and 
. 5 the 


( Council of Trent, ſeſſ. 22. cap. ix. _ t. { 

(t) Vulg. Hebr. ix, 25, 26. Neque wt ſpe offerat ſemet i 
ſum— Nunc autem ſemel in conſummatione ſæculorum ad Coins 
bianem peccati, per hoſtiam ſuam apparuit. X. 14. Una oblas 
Hone conſummavit in ſempiternum ſan@ificates, — IX. 12. Per 
proprium ſanguinem Eterna redemtione inventa.—X, 18, Ubi 


autem berum remiſſie, jam non ef eblatio pro peccatis, | 
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the people partake of the ſacrament. But, how 
is that performed in private maſſes, where the 
prieſt officiates by himſelf, without any congre- f 
ation or hearers? Yet, he recites the whole Miſ- * W 
al, ſays the reciprocal confeſſion, bleſſes the ele- 1 
ments of the ſacrament, as if there were any 
communicants, and addreſſes the people as if they 
were preſent, Dominus vobiſcum = Pax vobis —, 
Surſum corda — Oremus-— Orate (u).—Pray for us! 
For who? when there is nobody preſent. Is not 
this, rather an act of ridicule, than of devotion ? 
It is juſt as if a perſon, entering into an empty 
room ſhould ſay, Gentlemen I am your humble ſer- 
vant, I hope your are all well. 


mo 
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* 'The ſacrifice of the maſs is the higheſt ho- 
mage the creature.can pay to his Creator, be- 
ing the offering of the eternal Son, a ſacrifice 
* to his eternal Father: and he, who orders a 
«« maſs to be ſaid procures a ſpecial act of ho- 
mage to God, which is highly pleaſing to 
* him (x).” Now this may be performed at a 
cheap rate: the price of a private maſs is, I 
think, fourteen pence ; but be it what it may, 
for a piece of money, a rw will go to a private 
altar, run over his Miſſal, offer the holy ſacrifice, 
* the eternal Son to his eternal Father“ And 
what is the intent of thoſe maſſes ? Is it always 
for the remiſſion of fins, and for the redemption of 
ſouls, pro redemptione animarum, as the Miſſal di- 
rects? It is often for mere temporal ——_ 
| | or 
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() The Lord be with you—Peace be unto you—Lift up 
your hearts—Let us pray—Pray ye.— be 
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for the recovery of bodily health,. for the ſue- 
ceſs of an undertaking, for a proſperous voyage. 
Is not this a horrid profanation of what the 
church of Rome deems the moſt ſacred myſtery 
of her religion ? | | 


And of what efficacy are thoſe private maſſes Y 


There is no good Catholic, but will at his death, + 


bequeath ſome part of his ſubſtance to have 
maſſes ſaid for the repoſe of his ſoul and its de- 
liverance out of purgatory. Some found perpe- 
tual maſles ; others more or leſs in number, in 
roportion to their liberality: Philip IV. King of 
33 ordered a hundred thouſand maſſes to be 
ſaid for him after his death. Chrift by one 
offering has perfected the redemption of man- 
* kind (y).” And here a hundred thouſand maſſes 
are to be ſaid for the ſalvation of one man. But 
who can tell how many maſſes will ſerve to deli- 
ver a ſoul out of purgatory? And if more maſſes 
be bequeathed than what are needful, what be- 
comes of the redundancy? Are they uſeleſs > No 
ſure : for nothing can bes loſt before God, ſays 
the church of Rome: they ſerve to increaſe the 


_ treaſure of merits at the diſpoſal of the Popes ; 


of which more hereafter, in the 8th ſection, 


— ———— | | | Y 
v. Or TRANSUBSTANTIATION. 


THE ſacrifice of the maſs is founded upon 
the doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation: and tranſub- 
"Ml ſtantiation 


(7) Epiſt. Hebr. chap. x. 14 


eo 'TRANSUBSTANTIATION. 


ſtantiation is founded upon the words of our Sa- 
viour, in the inſtitution of the ſacrcament: —of 
the bread he, ſays, . this is my body,“ r = 
cup, this is my blood (z).” 


We Proteſtants underſtand theſe words in a 
figurative ſenſe; the bread and wine being only 
\ /igns—ſymbols of the body and blood of - Chriſt, 
of which we. partake, according to. Chriſt's ex- 
preſs command, in remembrance of him (a), with 
faith and thankſgiving; in 0 of PRI 
alſo of the benefits of his death. -$--, 


The Gard! of Rome takes theſe words in 4 
literal ſenſe (4); and maintains, that Jeſus Chriſt, 
by. ſaying—of the bread, < this is my body,” 

changed the ſubſtance. of the bread into the ſub- 
ſtance of his own body ;—and that by ſaying of 
the cup, © this is my blood,” he made that, wine 
to be no longer wine, but to become his ow reat 
blood. By this ſtrange doctrine, Chriſt muſt have 
held his own. body and his own blood, in his 
hands, and have given it as ſuch to his apoſtles : ; 
and the apoſtles, in receiving the bread and wine 
from the hands of Jeſus Chriſt, muſt have be- 
lieved, that they eat the real body, and drank the 
real blood of their divine maſter, whom they ſaw 
full of life before their eyes. Who can conceive 
that ſuch abſurd notions could enter into the 
heads of the apoſtles? They doubtleſs underſtood 
the meaning of their maſter : and how could they 
take the bread aud wine otherwiſe than as 1855 
ä | | bo 3 


(2) Math. xxvi. 26—28 Mark, xiv: 3 
xxli. 19— 20. (a) Luke, xxii. 9 — 0 Council of 
Trent, ſeſſ. xiii, can. 4. 
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bols of his approaching death? We do not ſee 
that they roſe from their feats, fell down and 
worſhipped thoſe material elements as the Ro- 
man Catholics do. In the church of 3 
the communicants receive the ſacrament” kneel- 
ing; but it is not out of reſpect to the elements: 
we worſhip Chriſt in heaven, and pay due regard 
to his holy inſtitution: But in the church of 
Rome, the genuflection has for its immediate and 
ſole object, the elements, he hoſt, as they call 
it, which by the deciſiorr of the fame conncil of 
Trent, “ is to be worſhipped with the ſame ado- 
ration as is due to the oe God (c).“ | 


a” 
4 


The word TRANSUBSTANTIATION is not to be 
met with in the ancient eccleſiaſtical hiſtorians 
(d). Faſchaſius Radbertus, abbot of Corbie, in 
the ninth century, wrote a treatiſe upon the bo- 
dy and blood of our Lord; wherein he pretends 
that, ** the body of Chriſt is really in the Eucha- 
* rift, the ſame body that was born of the Vir- 
gin Mary, that was crucified, was raiſed from 
* the dead, and afcended into heaven.“ If he 
be not the firſt broacher of this ſtrange aſſertion, 


he is at leaſt acknowledged to be the firſt, who 


has explicitly ſet forth the doctrine of the church 
of Rome upon this article. No ſooner was this 


_ doctrine uſhered into the Chriſtian world, but it 


was 


3 Council ef Treat, ſeſſ. xiii; can. z.. 
4) If the doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation had been an old 
Chriſtian tenet, would it not have been ridiculed by Jews, 
heathen philoſophers, and heretics ? But as we find no ſuch 


thing, it is a clear proof that the doctrine of Tranſubſtantia- 


tipn was unknown before Paſchaſius Radbertys.. - = 
The barbarous word TxRanSUBSTANTIATION was firſt 
ulzd by Stephen, biſhop of Autan, two centuries ter, - - 
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was looked upon as a novelty, and met with ma- 
ny zealous oppoſers. Ratramn, a monk of the 


| ſame Abbey, wrote againſt it, as did alſo, Raba- 
nus Maurus, archbiſhop of Mentz, Bruno, Beran- 


rer, and chiefly John Scotus Erigena, a learned 
riſhman, and the favourite of Charles the bald, 
emperor, and king of France. But the tenet, 
however monſtrous and abſurd, gained ground 
notwithſtanding ; was finally eſtabliſhed as an ar- 
ticle of faith in the fourth council of Lateran, 
A. D. 1215; and Amalric was burnt for denying 
it. Pope Honorius IV. ordered the ſacrament to 


be worſhipped, A. D. 1281, and Gregory XI. in 


the year 1362, commanded, that at the ſound of 
the bell, and elevation of the hoſt, the people 
ſhould fall upon their knees, and with joined 


hands worſhip the hoſt, that is the wafer turned 
into Chrilt—Chriſt himſelf. t 


But what proof, what di have the wor- 


ſhippers of the hoſt, that the wafer exhibited to 


their ſight is the het, the real body of Chriſt? 
For tranſubſtantiation depends upon the conſe- 


cration ; and how can they know, that the bread , 


has been duly conſecrated ?- The prieſt at the al- 
tar has his back turned to the people, and how 
can they know what he does, or what he ſays? 


The ſacramental words are to be ſpoken in a hb 


voice (e), and with the intention (F) of conſecrat- 
ing. Many things are requiſite in the officiating 


prieſt and the elements: and the want of any 
dne of the requiſite conditions invalidates the ſa- 


crament ; and the people worſhip a mere wafer, 
inſtead 


() Council of Trent, ſeſſ. xxii. Cap. 9. can 9. 
/) Ibid--ſeff, vii. can, 11. 555 
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| inſtead of the hoſt. Is not this abſurd, as well 
as groſs idolatry ? Yet the good Catholics with a 
blind faith, at the ſight of the hoſt, ſuch as it 1s, 
fall upon their knees, worſhip it as their God, 
receive it in their mouths, grind it with their 
teeth, and ſwallow it what! ſwallow their God? 
Even ſa—for fo the church of Rome has de- 
cided it. ö 


It would have been hardly poſſible to perſuade 
Cicero of the truth of ſuch an abſurd doctrine 
as tranſubſtantiation ; he who introduces Cotta 
ſaying, * Ecquem tam amentem eſſe putas qui illud, 
* quo veſcatur, Deum eſſe credat?“ © Who do 
you think can be ſo mad, as to believe, that 
* what he eats is a God (g)?“ 


Averroes, a Mahometan philoſopher, ſpeaks to 
the ſame purpoſe ; © I have,” ſays he, travel- 
* led over the world, and have. found divers 
« ſecs, but ſo fooliſh a ſe or law 1 no where 
found, as the ſect of the Chriſtians ; who with 
their own teeth, devour their God whom they 
«worſhip ().“ The Roman Catholics are that 
ſet ; the only ſect in Chriſtendom which be- 
lieve that they eat their God. But it is not poſſi- 
ble they can really believe it. Where is the Ca- 
tholic Chriſtian who, in his reaſon, in his ſober 
. ſenſes, can perſuade himſelf, that after having 

received the hoſt in his mouth, he has his God, 

the Creator of the world, the Redeemer of man- 

kind, ſubſtantially in his ſtomach, in his bowels ; 

—which is the neceſſary conſequence of tranſub- 

| e IN ftantration ? 

( 7 Ci. de Nat. Deor. lib. iii. 5 16, 
% See Tillotſon, 26th diſcourſe, 


tural authority. 
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| Nantiation? It is rather an infatuation, than 2 


real belief —a rational belief, certainly it is not. 
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VL Ox SACRAMENT S. 
WE Proteſtants acknowledge but tuo ſacra- 


ments, Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper: as be- 


ing the only ones inſtituted by our Lord Jefus 
A 3 b 


To theſe the church of Rome has been pleaſed 
to add fve more, viz. Confirmation, Penance, 
Extreme Unction, Orders, and Marriage; which 
have neither the nature of ſacraments, nor ſcrip- 


In the church of England, Baptiſm 


Baptiſm. is adminiſtered with great ſimplicity :\ . 


the child is ſprinkled with water, in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. 
The fign of the croſs 1s added, but the omiffion 
of it, would not make the Baptiſm leſs valid. 


The Popiſh Baptiſm is adminiſtered with ſighs 

of the croſs in abundance; in the name of the 
Father, a craſs of the Son, a cre/s—of the Holy 

_ *Ghoſt, à croſs, &c.—crofſes upon the forehead of 


the child, - upon the breaſt, &c. &c. The prieſt 
exorciſes the child, blows upon him to drive away 
the Devil and give admittance to the Holy Ghoſt; 
puts a grain of ſalt in the mouth of the child as 
a token of wiſdom ;*rubs the eyes and noſtrils with 


his ſpittle; anoints him with the holy oil and The 


Chriſm; 
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chrifm ; and performs many more idle and ſu- 
perſtitious ceremonies, too tedious to be menti- 
oned (i). Th WE 


1 would fain afk any Catholic, whether he 
thinks that St. Peter uſed all theſe ceremonies 
when he admitted three thouſand converts to 
Baptiſm (), and when he baptized” the centurion 
Cornelius (/) ; or St. Paul when he baptized the 
family of Stephanas(m): and if they did not; 

why does the Popiſh prieſt : 


The council of Trent declares Baptiſm neceſ- 
fary to ſalvation (n). St. Auguſtin dooms to hell 
all chitdren not baptized, in conſequence of ori- 
ginal ſin, Cardinal Hondrati, in a book he pub- 
hihed at the latter end of laſt century, (Modus Pre- 
deſtinationis diſſolutus) had maintained that chil- 
dren, though dying without Baptiſm, were in 4 
ſtate of ſalvation. This aſſertion gave great of- 
fence to the clergy of the Gallican church, who 
wrote to the Pope, in order to have that book 
condemned, as heretical. I would have all can- 
did Catholics, ſeriouſſy conſider the dreadful con- 
ſequence of ſuch a tenet, that Baptiſm is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to ſalvation. What Catholic, 
then, can be ſure he is not in a ſtate of damnati- 


on? His ſalvation according to the principles f 


Rome, depends upon the ſacrament of Baptiſm: 
and · by the decrees of the council of Trent, the 
validity of a ſacrament depends upon the intenti- 
on of the officiating miniſter. And where is the 
man who can judge of the intentions of. another 
man? Where is the Catholic who can be tho- 

: ; | roughly - 
(i) See the Popiſh Miſſal. (4 Acts, ii! 41. x. 47 
ts) 4 Corinth. * (*) ke can. 1 (9 M 82 
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26. base ru s Af) 
roughly ſatisfied that he has been duly baptized ? 
Conſequently he muſt be in a ſtate of perpetual 


doubt and uncertainty concerning his ſalvation. 


If the church of Nene has 


The Excharift loaded the ſacrament of Baptiſm 


| with many idle ſuperſtitious prac- 
tices : on the other hand ſhe has thought proper 
to curtail the ſecond ſacrament, the Lord's Sup- 


per; by ſuppreſſing one of its eſſential parts. Je- 


ſus Chriſt, in the inſtitution of that holy ſacra - 


ment, ſays of the bread, Take, eat, this is my bo- 
dy; and of the cup, This is my blood, drink 


* ye ALL of it.” And it had been for fourteen cen- 
turies, the conſtant practice of the church, for 
all Chriſtians to receive the ſacrament in the two 


kinds; until the council of Conſtance, in the 


year 1414, facrilegiouſly deprived the laity of 


the cup, and confined it to the clergy. The 


commandment of Chriſt is poſitive. By what au- 
thority could men preſume to abrogate ſuch a 
command ? Certainly it was not done with the 
concurrence of the Univerſal Church ; for all 
Germany and France, &c. made repreſentations 
againſt the proceeding, eſpecially the Bohemians, 
for whom in particular, that excellent emperor 
Maximilian II. ſolicited the reſtitution of the cup: 
byt all in vain; and ever ſince the people of that 

church continue to be deprived of one half of the 


ſacrament, Yet at maſs the officiating prieſt, 


after having conſecrated the wine, continues to 
fay, Take, drink ye all of this — Accipite, bibite ab 


e omnes. Is not this a mockery of God and 


man? 
| S 


= 
And 
*. 
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And what reaſon did the fathers of the coun- 
eil alledge for their*ſacrilegious deciſion? For 


fear that in giving the wine he drops of the 3 


blood of Chriſt might be ſpilt, Mich would be 
of the moſt tremendous conſequence. But may 
this not alſo happen to the prieſt himſelf? Car- 


dinal Bellarmine pleads the inutility of the cup; 


| becauſe the blood being part of the body, he who 
eats the body drinks alſo the blood. * 
But not ſatisfied with his a the Je- 

ſuits Vaſquez and Salmoron ſay, that the officiat- 
ing miniſter . repreſents the church; and that 
therefore when the prieſt drinks the wine, the 
church, that is the people is deemed to partake 
of it —They might with equal reaſon affirm the 


ſame thing of the bread. The celebrated Boſſuet, 


biſhop of Meaux, has a more ingenious plea to 
prove, that, according to the, principles of the 
Proteſtants themſelves, the cup is not a neceſſary 
part of the ſacrament : ſince it any perſons have 
an invincible averſion from wine, their partaking 
of the cup is diſpenſed with.—And ſo it is-— 
The blind are alſo exempt from the duty of reading 
the ſcriptures.—But is that areaſon for withdraw- 
ing the Bible from thoſe that have eyes to read ? 


VI. Or PURGATORY. + 
A PURGATORY or place of puniſhment, to 
which all ſinners ſhould be condemned after 
death, but only for a limited time; there to re- 
ceive more or fewer firipes in proportion to = 5 
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28 PURGATORY. 
number and the heinouſneſs of their ſi ns 502 and | 


that after that, they ſhould become the objects 
of divine mercy,: and be admitted to that ſtate 


of happineſs, or Which men were originally in- 
tended. Such a. purgatory (if there were any 


foundation for it in-ſcripture) might eaſily gain 

credit even nen n 2 | 
But the Popiſh Purgatory ts wins different; 

nor is its ſituation determined. You may call it 


- the © fuburbs of hell (p) It is not intended for 
prophets, apoſtles or eminent faints; Who at. 


their death are immediately admitted into hea- 
ven. Nor 4s it deſigned for infidels, heretics, - 
notorious ſinners, or- contemners of the church, 
who die without confeſſion : they go directly into | 
the nethermoſt hell. But all Catholics, who have 
Jived within the pale of the church, but have 
not here on earth ſatisfied, by temporal p nnifh- 


ment or voluntary penance, for their 2 go to 


that middle place, called purgatory, there to re- 
main in great pain and torment, equal in degree 
to that · of hell, and differing only in duration; 
till their ſauls be purged from the defilements 
they have contracted m-this-world, and full ſa- 
tis faction be made for their ſins (). 


The prayers of the faithful,” ſays the coun- 
eil of Trent, . and eſpecially maſſes are of great 
« ſervice to the ſouls i in purgatory (r).“ Is it not 
then ſurprizing that in te public maſs no men- 


tion ſhould be N of purgatory, no prayers 

. "| offered 
, * | Mir 

bY Ii Kii. + hl 2 Cer. v. 10. ) * :Ulotfon, 

60 Council of Trent, . Vi, ©, xvi, de Lads (r) Ibid, 


tell, XXV. 
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offered for the fouls of thoſe who ſuffer 'in that 
place of torments. In the canon of the maſs, 
prayers are offered for the living—and for-thoſe, 
qui dormiunt in ſomno pacis, who fleep'in peace 
quieſcentibus in loco refrigerii, lucis, el pacts, who 
reſt in a place of refreſhment, of light, and of 


; I ak fain aſk any good Catholic, who they are, - 


for he whom prays, who after death, reſt in a quiet 
ſleep, in a place of refreſhment, light and peace? 


It cannot the ſaints in heaven: ſince they 


are not prayed for, but prayed to. It cannot be 
the damned in hell: they are not the objects of 
our prayers. Neither can it be underſtood of 
thoſe in purgatory: for the Popiſh 'purgatory 
moſt certainly is not a place of refreſhment and 
peace. Bellar mins ſays, the pains of purgatory 
are moſt cruel, —atrociſſimas, —and bear no com- 
pariſon with whatever we can ſuffer in this life. 
And Grepory of Valentia, another Jeſuit, repre+ 
ſents its fire, as a real corporeal fire, very far 


P 
— 


from refreſbing, or ſuffering the ſoul to leep in 


Peace. 


It is certain, that in the firſt ages of Chriſti- 


anity, the church offered prayers for the dead: 
even for the prophets, Apoſtles, and · Martyrs, 
for the greateſt ſaints, nay for the bleſſed: Vir- 
gin, mother of God. The opinion of the primi- 
tive fathers was, that the ſaints who died in the 
Lord were not admitted into heaven immedi- 
ately after death, but were detained until the ge- 
neral reſurrection, in a place called hades, locus 


refrigerii, a place of refreſhment, the lower 2 8 
at 


radiſe, the boſom of Abraham: they prayed t 0 
WS: 22 . the 
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30 PURGATORY. 
the ſouls there detained might reſt in peace, and 


have a foretaſte of perfe& bliſs; and — 
to ſome, partake of the firſt reſurrection, the Mil- 
lenium (s), in which many at that time believed. It 
is evident that the words of the Miſſal above quot- 


ed, qui dormiunt in ſomno pacis, &c. allude to that 
opinion of the primitive Chriſtians, and are a clear 
Proof that the Miſſal was framed before purgato- 
ry was invented; yet the ancient words are pre- 
E 


rved, and are recited at maſs, though they have 


no ſenſe in the mouth of a Roman Catholic. 


| | IE" 
The doctrine of purgatory is one of the moſt 
fundamental articles ot the church of Rome, as 
there is none by which it gains ſo much: for it 
is an inexhauſtible fund of riches to the clergy. 
How many thouſand maſſes are daily ſaid, to re- 
leaſe ſouls out of purgatory, or to alleviate their 
32 ! But not one without being well paid for.— 
hat then becomes of the poor who have no- 


thing to bequeath? They muſt undergo the whole 
diſcipline of purgatory, and depend entirely on 
the 2d of November, when prayers are offered 


up wholeſale for all ſouls, _ 


But let not Proteſtants flatter themſelves that 


they ſhall have a ſhare in purgatory. Cardinal 


Bellarmine will tell them, © that thoſe who are 
* not members of the church (of Rome) or do 


not believe in purgatory, ſhall not enter there- 
in.“ None but good Catholics will be admit- 
ted, and as it is a place of their own diſcovering, 

it is but juſt they ſhould enjoy it by themſelves. 


Nec invideo. | WEE 
3 W VIII. Qr 
() Revelations, chap. xx. | 4 
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VII. Or INDULGENCES. 
IN the firſt ages of chriſtianity, the diſcipline of 


the church was very rigid: notorious ſinners were 
excluded from the ſacrament, and from all benefits 
of the church. Long penances of ten, twenty, and 
even of thirty years, were inflicted, for murder, 
adultery, idolatry and apoſtacy; and ſevere per- 
formances enjoined: nor could the penitent be 
reconciled to the church or admitted to the ſa- 
crament, before he had fulfilled them, and had 
given ſigns of repentance and reformation. 


But in after ages, in proportion as the eccle- 
ſiaſtical diſcipline became more relaxed; the 
church thought pa to mitigate the ſeverity 
and length of the penance enjoined ; and this 
which they called an indulgence, was left to the 

diſcretion of the biſhop, and was ſometimes 
- abridged, by the interceſſion of martyrs, confeſ- 
ſors, or eminent ſaints. - ein 


In proceſs of time, but not before the eighth 
or ninth century, the biſhops of Rome, then 
become popes, thought it adviſeable to appro- 
priate to themſelyes alone, the diſpoſal of thoſe 
indulgences. . 8 


The doctrine of indulgences is very confuſed 
and much controverted, even among the Roman 
Catholics: but it may be conſidered, as the ap- 
plication of the ſuperabundant ſatisfactions of 
Chriſt, and thoſe of the Virgin Mary, John the 
the baptiſt, the apoſtles, martyrs and ſaints, to 
unners, by way of ſatisfaction for their fins; 
| x7 1 upon 


* * 
oy 


33 INDULGENCES _, 
2 certain conditions, which we ſhall ſee here - 


. 


« The ſaints,” ſays Bellarmine, * having done 
* and ſuffered ſo. much beyond what. was neceſ- 


 « fary to redeem themſelves ; their works of 


*« ſupererogation cannot be forgotten before God; 
* but are accounted for, to. the relief of the 
« . faithful Catholics, in lieu of penance in this 
« world, or to help them out of purgatory in 
the next (t).“ And this conſtitutes the g rea- 


- fare of merits, of which Chriſt has given the diſ- 


poſal to the church, (of Rome) that is to ſay, to 
the Pope (2), as head of the church and vicar . 
of Chriſt (x). For biſhops or prieſts cannot diſ- 
ſe of them without the conceſſion of Popes. 
ut the religious orders alſo claim a treaſure of 
merits, gained by the eminent ſanctity of ſome. 


of their monks ; which they likewiſe apply. or 
transfer to ſuch of their devotees, as haye mad 


donations to their monaſteries. | 


It muſt be 8 that the 


| Warks of ſuper- Romiſh ſaints. have done more 


erogation. than what God requires of them; 
ENT but God declares, he is not pleaſ- 
ed with ſuch wilful acts of religion, ariſing from 
an idle ſuperſtitious devotion : for our Saviour 
ſays. In vain do they worſhip me, teaching 
for doctrine the commandments of men. In 

1] * | g 6 cc Vanum 


(:) Bellarmin. de Indulg. (2) Council of Trent, ſeſſ. xxv. 

(x) This grant of Chriſt to the. church, of the diſpoſal 
of indulgences, may be ranked with the donation of Con- 
43 4 the great, of che palace of Lateran to pope Sylvette 
ter * 3 4189 3% Na 4 b oY . 7 * 
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And on what conditions are thoſe. indulgences 


or pardons granted, in lieu of ſatisfactions, or af 


acts of penance ?—Commonly, on that of ſome 
idle performance, ſuch as viſiting particular 
churches,—a pilgrimage to holy places, or mi- 
raculous images, the counting of beads, &c.— 
But ſometimes on condition of performing the 


moſt wicked actions, the rebellion of ſubjects 


againſt their lawful ſovereigns, when excommu- 


nicated by the pope,—murders and aſſaſſinations, 


Ec. of which hiſtory furniſhes us but too many 


inſtances. ; 


That illuftrious hiſtorian De Thou relates, that 
the indulgences of pope Leos 
«© X. promiſed pardon of ſins Plenary indul- 
and life eternal ;—ſpecifying - gences, 
the ſum of money which F< 
every one ſhould pay, in proportion to the 
* degree or heinouſneſs of heb By 
who are any way converſant in hiſtory, can be 
ignorant, with what indecent and blaſphemous 
expreſſions, the Dominican friar Tetzel, proclaim- 
ed thoſe indulgences, and gave univerſal ſcandal ; 
which with other concurrent circumſtances, hap- 
pily brought on the reformation. *© 


cc 
8 


But this did not put a ſtop to the lucrative 


traffic of indulgences, for they are ſtill in full 
force. Every one knows that they may be bought 
for money, and at an eaſy rate; and that, not 

ETA D only 
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s (z).“ None 
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only for paſt ſins, but alſo for ſins to be com- 8 


mitted hereafter. That muſt be the purport 


of indulgences, for a hundred, for a thouſand, 
for ten thouſand years (a). The myſtery of this 


is, that in the primitive church, penance of ten, 


twenty or thirty years, were impoſed for great 
ſins. Suppoſe that in thoſe times a murder re- 
quired ten years penance ; in the preſent times, 
by buying indulgences for one hundred years, 
you have your pardon for ten murders already 
committed or to be committed hereafter. 


Our Saviour declares it very difficult for the 


rich to enter into the kingdom of heaven“; but 


in the church of Rome, the rich may purchaſe 
the kingdom of heaven at an eaſy rate. A flight 
confeſſion, with mere acts of attrition, and the 


abſolution of the prieſt, will free them from hell 


torments: and indulgences in this life, or maſſes 
bequeathed for the next, will ſend them directly 
to heaven, or at leaſt-alleviate their pains in pur- 
gatory.— But let the judicious Catholic ſeriouſly 
conſider what ſuch indulgences and abſolutions 
from their prieſt will avail them, before the tri- 
banal of Chriſt, where © every one ſhall bit i 
Toe | | 40 


Such original indulgences, and purchaſed at Rome, 


may be ſeen in the hands of ſome Gentlemen in Ireland. 
1 have a book entitled, Taxe de la Chancellerie Ramai ne, in 


Latin and French, printed at Leyden in the year 160%, from 


the original publiſhed at Paris 1520, with privilege, and 
with the arms of the pope and the king of France in the fron- 
tiſpiece. Wherein all fins, even the moſt horrid crimes, are 
taxed as they may be bought off for money. This book 
throws ſo much ſcandal en the church of Rome, that they 
have ſuppreſſed it; and it is now become very ſearce—yet it 


| has been reprinted in London in French, 1701, 8yo. pages 158. 


* Matt. zix, 23. 
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« his own burden“ Unuſquiſque onus ſuuin per- | 
tabit. Galat. vi. 5. Fr NEB 


I: % 1 


HERE a vide field opens to the devotion of 
all true Catholics. As many angels, and as many 
ſaints, as reign together with Chriſt in heaven, 
ſo many are the objects of their devotion, to 
whom they offer up prayers, from whom they 
expect aſſiſtance, by whom they hope to obtain 
eternal ſalvation. N e 


But how do they know what ſaints are in hea- 
ven, whether they can hear them, and whether 
they are able to aſſiſt them? Have they any 
ſcriptural authority for ſuch a belief? They have 
none —nor any other ſanction than the council 
of Trent. There you will find it decided, © that 
* maſſes may be ſaid in honour. of the ſaints,- 
* 1n order to obtain their interceſſion (). — That, 
the ſaints offer up to God prayers for men. 
That they are to be invoked, to obtain their 
© help an aſſiſtance (c).“ Is not this making 
the ſaints our interceſſors and mediators, with 
God; directly contrary to what St. Paul ſays 
to Timothy — “ There is one God, and one 
** mediator - between God and man, the man 
** Chriſt Jeſus, who gave himſelf a ranſom for 


"APR | « al. | 


| (3) Council of Trent, ſeſſ. xx. chap: . can. 5. 
(e) Ibid, ſel. zxy, de Inver. et venerãt. ſandtorum. 
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redemptionem pro omnibus. 


| a 1; NT 8. | 
all (d).“ Do the ſaints give themſelves a ran- 


ſom for us ? ; 


Our Saviour on his going to leave this world 


and to return to his Father, ſays to his apoſtles, - 


] am the way, the truth, and the life; no man 
* cometh unto the. Father but by me (91 Why 
then will the Catholics go to the Father by any 


other than by Chriſt ? © Verily; verily, I ſay un- 
to you, whatſover ye ſhall aſk the Father in 


* my name, he will give it you(f).” Why then 
ſhould Chriſtians addreſs their prayers to the Fa- 
ther in any other name than that of Chriſt ? 


The church of Rome does not only make the 
ſaints interceſſors and mediators between God 
and man, but even ſaviours and Redeemers. In 
the collect of the office of St. Nicholas, on the 
6th of December, are theſe words; Ut ejus 
© meritts et precibus a gehenna flammis libere- 
„ mur, That by his merits and interceſſion we 
* may be delivered from the flames of hell.“ 


If by the merits of St. Nicholas or of any other 


ſaints, we can be ſaved from hell, Papiſts are 
right to make choice of ſuch faint as they pleaſe 
for their ſaviour ; they have the ſanction of car- 
dinal Bellarmine, who calls the ſaints our redeem- 


ers. Nor abſurdum erit, fi ſancti viri redemp- 


«0'tores 


us enim Deus, unus et mediator 


(4) 1 Tim. ii. 5; 6. 
s Jeſus, qui dedit ſemetipſum 


Dei hominum, homo Chi 
(e) John, xiv. 6. Ego ſum via, et veritas, et vita, nemo 


venit ad Patrem niſi per me. g 1 . 
(/) Ch. xiv. 23. Amen, Amen dico vobis, fi quid pe- 


tieritis Pattem in nomine meo, dabit vobis. 


| 
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&« tores nofiri, aliquo modo, dicantur g But 
the apoſtle St. Peter ſays, There is none other 
«© name under heaven given among men where 
„ by we muſt be ſaved (þ).”—* And he alone is 
« able to ſave us to the uttermoſt (i).“ p 


The whole of the Popiſh religion may be al- 
moſt reſolved into the devotion to, and invoca- 
tion of ſaints. Every day in the year is conſe · 
crated to the ſervice of ſome faint; as may be 
ſeen in their calendar: every day, high maſs is 
celebrated in one church or other at Rome, in 
honour of the ſaint of the day; and the eternal ' 
Son of God is, according to their doctrine, offer- 
ed up a ſacrifice to his eternal Father, th honour. 
of that ſaint —An' honour due to the Creator is 
transferred to the creature. Even maſſes are 
ſaid to imaginary ſaints that never exiſted, as, 
to St. Longinus, on the 15th of March, to St. 
Urſula, on the 21ſt of October, and to many 
others of the ſame ſtamp ( } | 


, 


At maſs, with the 8 and martyrs, men- 
tion is made of Inu tephen, Matthias, Barna- 
bas, Ignatius, Alexander, Marcellinus, Peter, H Fe 
licitas, Perpetua, Agatha, Agneta, Cecilia, Ana- ' 
ſtaſia, &c. plebs ſuperum.—Which of the hearers 
knows any thing of thoſe ſaints? Which of the 
prieſts themſelves can give an account of them? 


Would you wiſh to know, for what uncom- 
mon merits ſome of the greateſt ſaints of the _ 
5 . church 
(s) Bellarmin. de Indulg. lib. 1 i 4. (h) Ads, f 


iv. 14. (i) Hebr. vii. 25, (4) See Mabillon, a learn 
ed BenediQine, De Cultu Ignotorum Sandtorum 
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church of Rome, have been raiſed to the high 


rank they occupy in heaven, read Legenda Sanc-. 
torum, written by Jacobus de Voragine, biſnop 


of Genoa; the Acta Sanctorum, by Bollandus 
and his continuators, eight or ten volumes in fo- 
lio, where you will read of the moſt aſtoniſhing 


miracles, and meet, with ſlories, as wonderful and 
as true as the Arabian Tales. | 


The devout Papiſts have in heaven particular 
adyocates and patrons. Their ſaints preſide over 
kingdoms, cities, families, individuals; over trades, 
en. diſeaſes, &c. St. Luke, is the patron 


occu 
of phyſicians, St. Yves, of lawyers, St. Criſpin, 


- 


Quiſque Deam ſibi invocet quam libebit propi- 


iam (0)! 


| But all the ſaints together have 
Virgin Mary, not ſo much honour paid to them 

'. as the Virgin Mary: they are bnly- 
8 with the inferior worſhip which they call 

d; ſhe with that of 3=ylwwe, very nigh to the 


* 


ſupreme adoration due to God alone. She is 


the mother of God, the ſpouſe of God the Fa- 
ther: ſhe commands the Son — “ jure matris 


* impera redemptori.“ She is addreſſed as em- 
preſs of heaven, queen of angels and men, 


the mother of mercy, the channel of all mereies 
and graces, &c. But if you will know what 


lengths the church of Rome has gone in the ho- 


A 


of ſhoe-makers, St. Margaret, of women in la- 
bour, St. Appollonia, of thoſe who are troubled 
with the tooth- ach, &c. &c, | 


nouts 
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nours which it pays the bleſſed Virgin, ſee the 
Pſalter of the Virgin, compoſed” by cardinal St. 
Bonaventura, where the narne of Mary is ſub- 
ſtituted to that of God; ſee alſo the litames 
ſung to her in her office, where ſhe is ſtyled ſa- 
viour and redeemer, $8 3 
Salva me ſalvatrix, 

Redime me redemtrix, 

Tu nos ab hoſte protege 

Et hora mortis ſuſcipe (m)! 


St. Stephen the firſt martyr, recommended his 
ſoul to God, ſaying, * Lord Jeſus receive my 
* ſpirit (#).” Domine Jeſu ſuſcipe ſpiritum me- 
um! And ſo ſaid the ancient Chriſtians at their 
death's hour : but modern Chriſtians there are, 
who recommend their ſouls to the Virgin Mary, 
hora mort:s ſuſcipe. 


- In the laſt century a German gentleman, a Ro- 
man Catholic himſelf, but not approving of the 
idolatrous worſhip paid to the Virgin Mary, pub- 
_ liſhed, ** Salutary Advice to her indiſcreet Devo- 
tees (o).“ This book gave great offence to 
Rome and France, where it was condemned, as 
containing many erroneous and impious aſſerti- 
ons, tending to ſubvert the true worſhip due ta 
the mother of God, The Jeſuit Craſſet, wrote 
againſt it a large quarto volume; entitled, Of 
* the true Devation to the Bleſſed Virgin (p),” 
printed at Paris, with privilege and approbations ; 
Hb. wherein 

(m) Office of the Bleſſed Virgin. (*) Ads, vii. 59. 


(e] Monita Salutaria Beatz Virginis, &c, p De la ve- 
ritable Devotion a la Sainte Vièrge. g a l : e. LS; 


to that of God, and ſays, that God never con- 


fers any grace but by her interceſſion : that, ſhe 


*« ſacrificed her Son, for the ſalvation of man.” 


And ſo Cheminais, an eminent preacher, in one 


of his ſermons, repreſents the mother of Chriſt, 


© at the foot of his croſs, giving her aſſent to 


* the ſacrifice of her Son for the ſaving of man- 
c kind,” The mother of Chriſt was indeed at 
the foot of the croſs to which her Son was nail- 
ed; and he ſaid to the apoſtle John, © behold 
* thy mother :” recommending her as an object 
of his care, but not of his adoration. 928 


What ſhall I ſay. of another book, written at 
that time, by the Jeſuit Barri ; Heaven open 
** to Philagia by a hundred devotions to the mo- 
e ther of God eaſy to be performed (q)?”. A 
hundred devotions ſeem to be a weighty burden: 


but the Jeſuits are not ſo unreaſonable as to lo 


their penitents with too heavy duties. One 


*« ſingle devotion of the hundred, at your option 
* will be ſufficient to ſave you.” Ihe famous 
Paſcal and Nicole, both zealous Janſeniſts, re- 
prove and ridicule that bbok ; but however — 
e 


allow, that it is of great benefit to have recour! 


to the bleſſed Virgin in all our wants; and pity 
the heretics, who deprive themſelves of her pow 
erful aſſiſtance (r). 1 


The Virgin Mary is not only queen in heaven, 


but alſo queen upon earth; ſhe rules over king- 


doms and empires. Auſtria is under her * 
iate 


| F (7) Le ciel ouvert a Philagie par cont devotions à la mere 
e 


jeu aiſces a pratiquer, (7) Lettres Provinciales, lett. ix 


6 


diate patronage. Louis XIII. king of France, 
in the year 1638, put his kingdom under the 
protection of the bleſſed Virgin, mother of God. 

Louis XIV. did the ſame (s). But none with fuch 
ſolemnity as Caſimir, king of Poland; who had 
been a jeſuit and a cardinal. Theſe are his 
words, addreſſed to the bleſſed Virgin. I John 


_ « Caſimir, who am king, by poo grace, and 
kings ; proſtrat- 9 
* ed, take you for patroneſs of my kingdoms: 


„that of your Son, the King o 


LV elect you queen of the two -Polands and Li- 
** thuania, I recommend my armies, my peo- 
„ple, my dominions to your protection. I im- 


© plore your mercies and your aſſiſtance. I pro- 
« miſe in my own name, and that of my officers - 
and ſubjects, to extend your worſhip and ſer- 
« vice, with all the zeal I am capable of, in all 
* the territories under my juriſdiction ().“ 


Was Mahomet then much miſtaken when he 
ſaid, that the Trinity of the Chriſtians conſiſted 


of the Father, the Son, and the Virgin mother 
of God? Are not a hundred, nay a thouſand 
honours, prayers, and vows addreſſed to the Vir- 
gin Mary, for one, to the Holy Ghoſt, who with 
the Father and the Son together is and ought to 
be glorified? _ N 81 


* 


X. Or 


1 2 abregẽ Chronol. and Voltaire Siecle de Louis 
. Chap, 1. 5 

t) 5 Annales des Prov. Unies, t. i. p. 427. from 
rande rerum Brandenb. lib. vi. a N * 


# 
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their knees offering up their prayers to them. 
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AMO NG the errors and practices of the 
church of Rome, there are none which excite a 
more natural prejudice againſt the Catholic reli- 


gion than theſe two, - the public ſervice in an 


unknown tongue, ſo contrary to reaſon and com- 
mon ſenſe, and the worſhip of images, fo ex- 
preſsly forbidden throughout the whole. ſcrip- 
tures. © Thou ſhalt not make to thyſelf any 
0 graven image,” ſays God in the ſecond com- 
mandment, Thou fhalt not bow down to them 
& nor worſhip them (#).” And do not the Papiſts 
make to themſelves graven tmages ? Do they not 


bow down to them, kneel. before them, pray to 


them ? If this be not downright idolatry, it bor- 


ders very much upon it. 


Father Le Comte, an eminent Jeſuit, in his 
account of China ſays, a ſtranger who ſhould 
* come into our churches, would take us to be 
idolaters (x): | moſt certainly he would, and 
would he be wrong? Seeing their churches and 
chapels filled with images, Catholics burning in- 
cenſe and lighting candles before them, and on 


In ke 


(%)] Exed. xx. 4. Non facies tibi ſculptile, neque omnem 


ſimilitudinem quæ eſt in cælo de ſuper, et quæ in terra deor- 


ſum, nec eorum que ſunt in aquis ſub terra, Non adorabis 
ea, heque coles, | | 3 

(x) Certainement ſi pour juger de la creance Catholique 
on $*arretoit 4 ce qui ſe paſſe tous les jours en nos Egliſes, il 
faudroit croire avec tous les heretiques que le culte des images 
eft non ſeulement une ſuperſtition, mais encore une verita- 
ble idolatrie, Louis Le Comte, des Ceremonies de la Ching, 


page 107, 
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In all Popiſh countries you may ſee croſſes up- 
on the bridges, little chapels or ſhrines on the 
high roads, with images of faints, eſpecially that 
of the Virgin Mary holding the child Jeſus in 
her arms; and travellers ſtop to knee] before 
them, ſprinkling themſelves with holy water and 

aying due worſhip to the image. Was not the 
like done in the groſſeſt idolatry: of paganifm ? 
Was it not what the prophets reproached the 
apoſtate Iſraelites with? Their land is full of 
idols: they worſhip the work of their own 
« hands, that which their own fingers have 
« made; and the mean man boweth down, and 
the great man humbleth himſelf : therefore 
forgive them not (y).” 14 5 


Chriſtian idolatry is grafted upon heathen ido- 
latry and crept into the church by degrees, with 
the downfal of paganiſm, of which it is a glar- 
ing imitation, Many diſputes aroſe in the church 
about images, in the ſixth, ſeventh; and eighth 
centuries ; and the controverſy was carried on 
with wars and much bloodſhed, till in the year 
757 in the ſecond council of Nice, the worſhip 
of images was finally eſtabliſhed, and has been 
IS obſerved and improved upon ever 

nce. W 


The council of Trent indeed declares, that 
in images there is neither divinity nor virtue 
** —and that the honours paid to them are rela- 
* tive, and refer to Jeſus Chriſt, or the ſaints 


(y) Ifaiah, ii. 8, 9. Repleta eſt terra idolis : opus ma- | 
nuum ſuarum adoraverunt, quod fecerunt digitis eorum x 
2 incurvavit ſe homo, et humiliatus eſt vit: ne ergo dimit - 

a3 eis. ws tn OL O 


„ ans 


* they repreſent (z).“ And St. Thomas Aquinas, 
_ whowascalled the angel of the ſchools, with moſt 
of the Romiſh doctors ſays, that the ſame ho- 
* nours ate to be paid to images as would be to 
*< the originals.” But the originals, if true ſaints, 
would they ever have ſuffered themſelves to be 
worſhi . their images are? The apoſtle 
— prevented Cornelius the cemturion from 
kneeling to him; and the angel forbid St. John 
to worſhip him (b). Paul and Barnabas exclaim- 
ed againſt the Lycaonians, who were preparing 
to offer ſacrifices to them (c). Why then ſhould 
tuch honours be paid to their images? 1 
If the worſhip of images were only relative; 
if there were neither divinity nor virtue in them, 
and if they were only intended to raiſe our minds 
to the originals, any image would anſwer. But 
then, what muſt we think of thoſe miraculous 
images, to which ſo many vows are made, ſo 
many gifts offered, ſuch laborious pilgrimages 
impoſed and undertaken? Do not the Papiſts 
act as if they believed there was ſome particular 
divinity or virtue in thoſe images, as in that of 
our Lady of Loretto, in the ſanta caſa, ſaid to 
have been tranſported by angels from Nazareth 
to the place where it now ſtands: a fable ex- 
ploded by all judicious Catholics, but vindicated 
by Turſelinus a Jeſuit of no ſmall reputation. 
There is alſo an image of the Virgin Mary at' 
Hall, celebrated by Juſtus Lipſius, under the 
name of diva Virgo Hallenſis, the goddeſs, or 
divine Virgin of Hall : now this cannot be un- 
| derſtood 


(=) Council of Trent, gef xx. (e) Ati, x, 28, 26. 
(5) Revel. xxii. 8, (e) Ads; fix. 11 
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derſtood of the bleſſed Virgin herſelf : ſhe is no 
more of Hall than of any other place, but muſt 
mean her image, to which Lipſius aſcribes the 
many miracles he relates, # credere fas eft. And 
how many miracles are recorded with equal truth 
of the miraculous images of our Lady of Liefle,— 
of Zell, of Marienburg, &c. at this day, and of 
many in England formerly. W e SO 


In the yeat 1724, the emperor Charles VI. in 
hopes of obtaining a male heir from heaven, de- 
dicated a filver repreſentation or image of the 


Trinity, —but not to God almighty,—nor even 
to the bleſſed Virgin herſelf, but to the miracu- 
lous image of our Lady of Zell (d). 524 


If you are curious to know how the ever bleſſ- 


ed Trinity can be repreſented ; I'Il tell you.— 
In one of the ſquares at Vienna, there is a very 
large and coſtly image of the Trinity, repreſent- 
ing the Deity claſping Chriſt in his arms, and 
the Holy Ghoſt hovering over them. To this 
pow of folly all Catholics bow as they pals by. 

ady Mary Wortley Montague, mentions alſo ar 
Ratiſbon an image of the Trinity, the Father 
** with a long beard embracing with one arm je- 


**-ſus Chriſt upon the croſs, and with the other 


* arm the Holy Ghoſt (e).“ © To whom will 
** you liken God,” ſays the prophet Iſaiah, ** or 
** what likeneſs will ye compare unto him ()!“ 
In many Popiſh churches you may ſee God the 
Father, repreſented by the figure of an old Man 

| 4 with 


(a) La Lande Hiſt, de Charles 1 (e) Lady M. W. 


Montague's Letters, vol. i, p. 26. 
(/) Ifaiab, xl. 18, et ſeqq. Cuĩ ergo ſimilem feciſtis De- 
um? aut quam imaginem ponetis ei? | 


1 


LET 
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ack 


with a long beard, beftriding the clouds; How 
many ſtrange pictures and images of the Gods 
head, and of ſaints, are to be met with in Popith - 
countries, at which the people croſs themſelves; 
and'to which they pay religious homage ? 


Theſe are abuſes, ſay rational Papiſts, and no 
neceſſary parts of the Catholic religion. Abuſes 
certainly they are, and very groſs ones, border- 
ing upon idolatry and profanation. But if the 


church of Rome acknowledge them to be abuſes, 


why does 'ſhe not check and ſuppreſs them? 


"Thoſe are the things the ſhould per/equi and im- 


pugnare (g), and brand with anathemas, of which 
ſhe is ſo liberal againſt whatever ſhe: condemns, 
But all theſe ſuperſtitions are practiſed at Rome, 


under the eyes of popes and cardinals; and far 


from being condemned, they are countenanced and 


encouraged by indulgences being promiſed to the 
Performance of them. | 


What veneration FR not all wood Catholics pay 


to croſſes, wherever they meet with any? Do 


they not on Good Friday, worſhip the croſs, 5 
very woo of the croſs.) © 


O crux ſancta, micans ſuper omnia ſidera cli! 
Te colo, te fateor, venerans te pronus adoro? | 


And in the hymn to the croſs. 


O crux, ave ſpes unica 
Hoc paſſionis tempore 
Auge piis juſtitiam 
| IE n wee &c. (b) 


— 1 


) See the oath taken by all Catholic biſhops. = 
8 Office for Good Friday. 


IMAGE Ss. DG a7. 
It is difficult to conceive how rational creatures 
could expect from a piece of wood, pardon of 


ſins and increaſe of grace. Nor do I think that 


any Papiſt can be ſo ſtupid, when kneeling be- 
fore it, as to confine his prayers to the crols, 
and not. to raiſe his thoughts to the | crucified 
Jeſus. But it ſeems clearly the intention f 
the church that adoration ſhould . be directed 
to the croſs itſelf, to the wood of the croſs. 
For on Good Friday, the pore lifts up the crols, 
ſhews it to the people and ſays, Ecce lignum 


e crucis, in quo ſalus mundi pependit.” The 


people anſwer, © venite adoremus.“ The hymn 
to the croſs begins, | | 


Crux fidelis, inter omnes 
Arbor una nobilis : 
Nulla ſylva talem profert 
Fronde, flore, germine, 
Dulce lignum, dulces clavos 
Dulce pondus ſuſtinet, &c. 


Neither the word arbor, (a tree or wood,) nor 
the whole ſtrophe can be applied to him, who 
was nailed on it, but muſt be underſtood of the 
croſs, the wood of the croſs. This may be far- 
ther elucidated by the following caſe. On a 
Good Friday, in the year 1683, as the people 
were flocking to the adoration of the croſs, at a 
church in Gaſcogne ; one Imbert a prior and doc- 
tor in divinity, cried out to the people, the 
** Catholics worſhip Jeſus Chriſt in the preſence 
of the croſs, but do not worſhip what is ex- 
** poſed to the eye.” The curate of the pariſh ſaid 
aloud, © It is the wood,“ No, no,” replied doc-" * 


tor Imbert, it is Jeſus Chriſt and not the wood.” -_- 


For theſe words the prior was cited before the 
| aarchbi- 


BR” ©4605 8 


| archbiſhop of Bourdeaux ; he appealed to the 
dock of the biſhop of Meaux, wherein it is thus 

1 explained. But that did not avail him; he was 

* interdicted all eccleſiaſtical functions, and threat: 

6.4 | ned with perpetual impriſonment, So much for x 

Monſieur Boſſuet, and his expoſition of the Ca- 

| tholic faith; the moſt inſidious book that ever 

| was written; | 1 | Oh oe 


But what ſtronger proof can we have of the 
idolatry of the church of Rome, and of their own 
conſciouſneſs of the imputation ; than their f| 
preſſing the ſecond commandment in all their cate- 
chiſms and manuals of devotion ; leſt the very 
children who liſp it ſhould ſee the oppoſition be- 
tween the commandments of God and the prac- 
tice of the church of Rome ? 


* * F * 
| a * * 8 
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{*/  _» ANOTHER object of Popiſh worſhip ftill +» 
| 2 more ſuperſtitious, if poſſible, than that of ſaints 

| | | and images, are the relics of their faints, reſort- 
' 
| 
i 


| cd to by all devout .Catholics, in order to ob- * 
tain the indulgences promiſed to ſuch acts of 
religion. | ©: SE 


* — — bes Chae 
* 2 Cd 
: 


ö | To give a circumſtantial account of all the re- 
38 lics, boaſted of in the Popiſh churches, would 
5 | be endleſs; nor is it my deſign to undertake-the 
|| [ER taſk. You may find them deſcribed by all tra- 
| vellers Catholic or Proteſtant, that have been 
in Popiſh countries: by the former with all due 

„ bs „ reren 
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reverence ; by the latter, with contempt and ri-' - 


dicule, as indeed they deſerve; being, the great- 
eſt part of them, mere cheats, and -acknowledg- 
ed to be ſuch by moſt of the learned Catholics. 
Yet the council of Trent declares, ** that great 
© reverence is to be paid to the holy bodies of 
* martyrs and ſaints,—that God by their means 
« confers great benefits on the faithful, and 
* that thoſe who deny, that honour and reve- 
rence ſhould be paid to them, are to be con- 
„ demned and anathematiſed.“ "Ons 5 


In conſequence of this legiſlative deciſion, bones 
of ſaints, or any thing ſuppoſed to have belonged 
to them, whether real or fictitious, are preſerved 
with great care in coſtly ſhrines of gold or filver, 
adorned with precious ſtones; miracles are aſcribed 
to them, and pilgrimages undertaken in their ho- 
nour; and indulgences and pardon of ſins are pro- 
miſed to ſuch acts of devotion. On ſolemn days, 
theſe ſacred relics are exhibited to public view; _ 
the people flock to gaze at them, they kneel - 
before them, and make great rejoicings at the 
holy fight. But to approach the holy relics, to 
touch them, or to kifs them with all due reve- 
rence, is a privilege reſerved only for princes and 
perſons of high diſtinction; and that not without 
conſiderable preſents being made to the church: 
by which means are amaſſed the great treaſures, 
that are hoarded up in the Catholic churches. 


was once favoured with the ſight of the re- 
lics in the. church of St. Gervais, at Maeſtricht. 
Among many curious ones, an odd ſhaped bone 
attracted my notice; and having aſked what it re- 
preſented, * the 22 I mean the prebend 
| 5 Who 


— ͥ •T ̃ rea 
— a 


who ſhewed them anſwered, that it was the jaws 
1 bone of one of the ſeven ſleepers. But who 
= were theſe ſeven ſleepers? Aſk Mr. O'Leary, fot 
| the ſtory is curious. | 1 


There were alſo ſhewn to me at the ſame time, 
the bones of one of the eleven thouſand virgins, 
Anu and the ſtory of thoſe virgins is this. St. 
| Urſula a Britiſh princeſs, attended by eleven thou- 
| ſand fair virgins, went on ſome holy expedition 
upon the continent; and when arrived near Co- 
logne they were all martyred, that is maſſacred 
by the Huns (i), who muſt have been a very 
fierce people and great enemies to the fair ſex. 
But perhaps you doubt the truth of the ſtory, 
Read F. Crombach a learned Jeſuit, who has 
written a huge book, in vindication of the truth 
of this bloody tranſaction. Father Couplet alſo, 


. nr; 
. 
_ # „ 
. 


i | another Jeſuit, in his account of China, menti- 
+7 . * i 

| ons a Chineſe lady, a good Chriſtian and-a very 
1 religious woman, who paid a particular devotion - 
to St. Urſula and the eleven thouſand virgins. 


She thoſe her ſaints in a ſump. And who can 


of thoſe female martyrs, are to be ſeen at Co- 
logne, where this cruel tragedy was acted; Co- 
logne is one of the places of Popedom, where 
may be ſeen the greateſt quantity of relics, and 


| 1 | call this ſtory in queſtion, when the very bones 


| of the wiſe men (magi) who came from the eaſt. 
þ to worſbip the infant Jeſus (x). The church of 
Rome has determined theſe wiſe men to have 


| ſome of the moſt curious. They have the heads 
| 
| 


the dignity of kings, and given to them the names 


| | 75 been three in number; ſhe has raiſed them to 
of 


1 | (i) Bollandus in 21 October. (4) Math. 1. 16. 
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of Gaſpard, Melchior, and Balthafar. You may 
buy there bits of paper, as amulets or preſerva- 
tives with an inſcription, © that theſe papers have 
© touched the heads of the three kings, and are 
«« a preſervative againſt the many diſeaſes there- 
in ſpecified, and alſo to travellers againſt all 
« dangers and accidents on the road.” I procur- 
ed one out of curioſity for a ſmall piece of mo- 
ney, and carried it along with me. I croſſed two 
ſeas, ran over a great tract of land, and got ſafe 
home without any accident. If by virtue of the. 
amulet, I am much obliged to Gaſpard, Melchior, 

and Balthafar, Fs e 


But what is more wonderful ſtill, with regard 
to the relics of the church of Rome: the ſame 
identical relics are ſnewi in ſeveral places; and 
all genuine, all originals (for Rome hates cheats, 
or impoktion). Thus the cloaths wherein the 
body of our Saviour was wrapt up, in the ſepul- 

chre, may be ſeen at Turin, and at Beſancon (). 
The body of St. Denis, the Areopagite, at the 
Abbey of St. Denis, near Paris, and at Ratiſ- 
bon, &c. &c. | N 


The abbẽé De Marolles has written a book 
on the worſhipping the ſame relics in different 
places. As he was once paying his homage to 
a head of John the baptiſt, ** thank God!” ſaid 
he, © this is the ſeventh head of John the hap- 
** tiſt, that I have had the honour to kiſs (m).” 
Seven heads! How can that be? John the bap- 
tiſt had but one. _ ſays the Jeſuit Ferrand, 

2 | n 


(!) Lettres Provinciales de P 
(m) Traits des Reliques. 


aſcal, lett. 18. 
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in his vindication of the genuineneſs and identity 


| of the ſeveral relics of the ſame ſaints. May we 
not,“ fays he, ſuppoſe that God by his mi- 


* raculous power, and to recompenſe the devo- 
“tion of good Catholics, has multiplied the ob- 
* je&s of their-worſhip, ſo that in different places 
the ſame identical relic may be ſeen; and every 
% one be the genuine, original relic of the ſaint.” 

And why not? Since by the doctrine of his 
church, the identical body of Chriſt is offered 
up a ſacrifice, all over the Catholic world, at the 
ſame time: and that the holy croſs, never dimi- 


niſhes, though the Popes; in whoſe cuſtody it is, 
do conſtantly ſend parts of it to ſuch as they are 


willing to gratify: and if all thoſe pieces were 
collected. together, there would be almoſt ſuffi- 
clent to build a church. With God nothing is 
impoſſible, ſays” the Jeſuit Ferrand. Thoſe ſe- 

ſuits were wonderful men! Great pity that the 

order is extinct. But are all the Jeſuits extintt'* 
Are there not ſome ſtill lurking in one corner or 
other of this iſland ? | 


Miracles, more numerous, and of a more aſ- 
toniſhing nature, have been related in the Ro- 


miſty legends, to eſtabliſh the invocation of ſaints, 


the worſhip of images, and the veneration. of re- 
lics, than ever were performed by Jeſus Chriſt 
and his apoſtles, for the eſtabliſkment of chriſ- 
tilanity. 


Much more might be ſaid, than what is here ſet 
down, and many more articles brought in, to de- 


monſtrate, that the Catholic doctrine is an entire 
deviation from true chriſtianity: and the Catholic 


devotions, from a reaſonable. ſervice, Rationale 
obſequium. Rom. Xii. x. — 10 


l ; | 
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If Catholics wherever they are, would remain 
content with the quiet exerciſe-of-their-rehigion, | 
ſuch as it is, without moleſting all that are of 
a different perſuaſion ; Proteſtants might Jive in 
peace. and harmony with them, look upon their 
tenets and practices with pity and contempt, 
without exciting againſt their perſons any ill will 
or ill treatment, fo contrary to the mild ſpirit of 
chriſtianity, but endeavouring to gain them over 
with, cords of a man and bands of Jove(n). © 


Very different means does Rome put in prac- 
tice, to propagate her doctrine, and gain proſe- 
1Tytes to her church. She does: it by open vio- 
lence, where ſhe has power ; and where ſhe has 
not, by ſecret emiſſaries, unwearily active in en- 
ſnaring the conſciences of the weak, to bring 
them over to their perſuaſion, like the Phariſees 
of whom our Saviour ſays, they compaſs ſea and 
land to make one praſeiyte, and when he is made, 
- they make him twofold more the child of hell than 
themſelves (o). TORT ae 
The ſpirit- of Rome is the ſpirit of ambition 
and tyranny, of cruelty and oppreſſion : her doc- 
trine is erroneous, h 7 is idolatrous, her 
government tyrannical, and her political tenets, 
are all calculated to enſlave the conſciences of 
mankind: they may be reduced to theſe three, 


1. Blind Obedience: to their Catel 
2. No Salvation out of that Church. 
3. The Supremacy of the Pope. 


n 
(n) Hoſea, xi, 4. (9) Math, xiii. 15, | 


„ OBEDIENCE ro The CHURCH. 
1. BLIND OBEDIENCE ro Taz CHURCH, 


A moſt dangerous principle, and productive of | 

the worſt, and moſt pernicious actions, which ? 

have been frequently yndertaken from a motive 
is of blind zeal and obedience to the church. Ab- 
| | ſolute dominion and a tyrannical ſway over con- 
11 ſciences, have been blended with the very ef-. 
ſence of the religion of Rome, through a Jong 

1 courſe of ages. She claims preſcription ; a 
1 her claim to infallibility ſuffers no examinati- 


Y | on, or queſtion about the truth of her doctrines. 
A Examination, ſhe ſays, is dangerous; and ſhe 
1 has a good right to ſay ſo: ſne therefore pre- 
11 vents it with all poſſible care, and fulminates 
anathemas againſt all, who preſume to inveſti- 
gate or doubt the tryth of her authority. A good 
Catholic muſt give up his reaſon and his ſenſes, 

| Iubmit his conſcience to the infallible authority 
1 of the church, and blindly believe whatever the 
| | church commands him to believe, be it ever ſo 
F co0Contrary to reaſon and ſcripture. =» ' 


To keep her le in ignorance, the church 
forbids — . the holy ſcriptures, or any 
heretical book. And to keep the conſciences in 
3 bondage, ſhe ſtrictly enjoins auricular confeſſion, 
Y- which puts as it were the ſalvation of ſouls in 

| the hands of the church; repreſented by the fa- 
1 ther confeſſor. ee ©. 


What can be more degrading to mankind, 
what more tyrannical, than to oblige one man 
to confeſs to another, all his ſins, all his failings 

and even his moſt ſecret thoughts? For 1 


Dr * 
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eil of Trent not only enjoins confeſſion of fins, 
« hut alſo of all the circumftances and the moſt 
minute appendages of the tranſaction (p).” And 
what ſcenes of wickedneſs and obſcenity muſt be 
diſcloſed, by the confeſſion of the penitent ſin- 
ner, and by the indelicate queſtions of an indif- 
creet or curious confeffor, which has often raiſed: 
in the minds of innocent penitents, the notions. 
of ſuch ſins and wickedneſs as they never had 
any knowledge of before: and this many ſincere: 
Catholics might teſtify, if they would bear wits 
neſs to the truth; and as every body may fee, in 
the books of their moſt famous caſuiſts, as Sans - 
chez, Emmanuel Saa, and others. ; 

7 | | 


And what are the penances commonly impoſ- 
ed for the remiſſion of fins, but trifling and in- 
ſignificant injunctions, abſtinences, counting of 
beads, pilgrimages to fame holy place, and ſuch 
like? before the performance of which, abſolution 
is given, and the credulous penitent withdraws 
from his confeſſion free from the fear of hell, 
and ſaying to his conſcience, ** peace, peace (q),? 
when there is no peace, truſting in his blind di- 
rector: but our Saviour ſays, ** if the blind lead 
the blind, both ſhall fall into the ditch (r).“ 
Cæcus autem, ft cœco ducatum prefiet, ambo in fo- 
veam cadunt, _ n 1 


In all religions there may be found ignorant 
prieſts ; wicked, ſuperſtitious, fanatic'prieſts ; but 
no where are they ſo dangerous as in the Catho- 
lic church, where an humble penitent, at the 
feet of his ſpiritual director, with a pious ſub- 
miſſion and ſuperſtitious fear, waits trembling for 

* N 


(p) Council of Trent, ſeſſ. xiv. chap. 5 
(2) Jeremiah, vi. 14. (r) Math. xy; 14. 
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1 the ſentence of his judge, whether he ſhall go to 
" heaven, to hell; or to purgatory. And what a 
handle does not this give deſigning prieſts to turn 
the conſciences of their penitents, if weak ang 
ſuperſtitious,” or bold and fanatical, to commit 

the fouleſt actions; ſuch as rebellions and aſſaſſi- 

nations, of which hiſtory furniſhes but too many 

examples, with numberleſs inftances of private 
family injuries. And with what pride, what ar- 

rogance, will it not fill the heart of a man, who 

fancies himſelf inveſted as it were, with a power 
equal to that of God, that of remitting or retain- 

ing the ſins of men? In this ſpirit the confeſſor 
of a queen of Spain, replied to a Spaniſh duke, 

who complained that he did not pay due reſpe& 

to his rank, © *Tis not 1,” 1aid the prieſt, 

that owe reſpect to you, but you to me, who 
* have every day your God in my hands, and 

** your queen at my feet? 
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WHO is the man that preſumes to pronounce, 
that this or that doctrine alone is neceſſary to ſal- 
vation, and to bar the gates of heaven againſt 
every ſect but his own ?—lt is the pope, the 
church of Rome *. Do not true Catholics look 

upon all that are not within the pale of their 
church as heretics? And are not all heretics con- 
demned by their church to temporal and eternal 
3 < * In Butler's Catechiſm, printed by P. Wogan, Dublin 
| 1785, the 16th edition—and in the 11th leſſon on the true 
1 cburch it is ſaid, * there is no other true church but the Ro- 
I. «© man Catholic””—and ** no one can be ſaved out of it.“ 
| þ N. B. The holy ſcriptures are never once mentioned in 
1 this catechiſm. FEES REF. EN 
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flames? The word heretic will ſtrike a weak and = 


bigotted Papiſt with horror and averſion for the 


man. And what is a heretic? A heretic u its 


genuine ſignification, denotes one whoſe religi-- .. 


ous opinions differ from the eſtabliſhed doctrine, 
true or falſe. In that ſenſe the apoſtle St. Paul 
profeſſes himſelf an heretic. © I confeſs,” Jays 
he to the governor Felix, © that after the way 
„ which they call berzſy; fo worſhip I the God 
of my fathers, believing all things that are 
« written in the law and the prophets (s).” The 
doctrine which St. Paul preached was called an 
hereſy by the Jewiſh church. We Proteſtants of 
the church of England profeſs he ſame doctrine, — 
it is alſo called hereſy by the Popiſh church, and 
is condemned and perſecuted at Rome, as that 
of St. Paul was at Jeruftalem. But Catholics 
ſhould conſider, 'that if Proteſtants are deemed 
heretics in Popiſh countries, Catholics are the he- 
retics in Proteſtant countries, both equally devi- 
- ating from the eſtabliſhed church. They have 
both an equal pretenſion to diſtinguiſh each other 
with that appellation, but neither have an au- 
thority over the conſciences of each other, nor a 
right to torment their perſons on account of the 
difference of opinions. But it has happened 
through the perverſity and fanaticiſm of the hu- 
man race, that religious controverſies which 
ſhould have been treated in a ſpirit of peace and 
meekneſs, and decided by reaſon and ſcripture, 
have been carried on with fire and ſword, and 
have ſpilt rivers of Chriſtian blood. | 
Mr. 


(5) AR. Apoſtol. xxiv. 14. Confiteor autem hoc tibi, quod 
ſecundum ſectam, quam dicunt hæreſim, fic deſervio patri 


rus meo, credens omnibus quz in lege et prophetis ſcrip- 
a ſunt. | 
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Mr. O'Leary in his Defence, makes a lively 

and melancholy picture of the ſad effects, which 
have been occaſioned by the ſpirit of perſecution 
in the Chriſtian world, and of that animoſity and 
1 cruelty with which both parties, Catholics and 
P Proteſtants have but too much reaſon to reproach. 
1 each other. But it might have been expected 
4 | from the candour of Mr. O. Leary, who promiſes, 
1 that truth ſball guide his pen , that he would have 


$ given a more impartial and fair account of the 
| | s 

1 perſecutions and outrages committed by both 
1 ſides, than what can be found in his hook: he is 


pleaſed to paint thoſe of the Proteſtants in the 
blackeſt colours, and hardly glances upon thoſe. 
of the Catholics againſt Proteſtants. He muſt 
give me leave by ſtating a few facts here, to 
point out the difference the immenſe difference 
between them. | e 


af rr 2 u— hos 
tne * ) — l 
- _— 2 


1 For examples of Proteſtant perſecution, Mr. 
1 O'Leary is pleaſed to ſingle out the reign of 
1 queen Elizabeth. That princeſs whoſe govern- 

| ment was ſo much admired in her own time, a 
19 is ſtill ſo cried up at this day, was however of 
_ a perſecuting ſpirit, nor can it be denied that 
: = a few of her ſubjects were put to death for re- 
ligious opinions, but not one of them were Fa- 
piſts.— Go a ſtep higher; put in oppoſition to 
| 5 hers, the conduct of her ſiſter Mary, whoſe 
1 | ſhort reign was a reign of blood - the blood 
. of martyrs. How many hundred were branded 
= _ with the odious name of heretics, and condemn- 
| ed to the flames without reſpect of rank or 
by age! Were ſuch bloody ſcenes exhibited by Eli- 
Dl 5 zabeth? 


1 | | | e Preface, page 9. 


a 


— 
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rabeth ()? During her long reign, few Papiſts 
in compariſon, were put to death, and not one 
of thoſe for religions ſake, but for rebellion, 
for conſtant plotting againſt the queen's lite and 
government : they were, not puniſhed as heretics 
and thrown into the flames, but as rebels and 
traitors, tryed by the laws of their country and 
executed as ſtate criminals. 


But let the perſecutions of Elizabeth be conſi- 
dered in any light Mr. O'Leary pleaſes, can they 
in any wiſe be compared with the duke of Alva's 
cruel executions in the Low Countries, which are 
not to be parallelled for number and barbarity, 
but by the maſſacre in France on St. Bartholo- 
mew's day—the 24th of Auguſt 1572—when an 
hundred thouſand Proteſtants were inhumanly 
butchered in that kingdom, to the eternal ſhame 
of the ſpirit of Fopery (a). . 


The laws enacted by that great but arbitrary 
princeſs were very oppreſſive to the people; the 
ſtar chamber, the eccleſiaſtical court, the act of 
uniformity, &c. all deſtructive of the freedom of 
the ſubject and the liberty of conſcience. But 

5 can 


(e) The Abbe Mc. Geogheghan in his French hiſtory of Ire- 
land, 3 vols. 4to. ſuppoſes 227 Papiſts put to death by queen 
Elizabeth; the number I believe is greatly exaggerated, But 
even ſuppoſe it juſt, does the execution of 227 Papiſts for da- 
rious crimes, in à reign of 44 years, bear any proportion to 
that of 800 Proteſtants who were burned for hereſy only in 
the 5 years of queen Mary's r&ign? See Burnet's Hiſt. of the 
Reformation. . 5 n 
(„) The news of that bloody execution occaſioned great 
Joy at Rome, and the pope, Gregory XIII. ordered a proceſ- 
fion to be made, by way of thanking to God for the de- 
ſtruction of heretics; and medals were ſtruck to perpetuate 
the memory of that execrable day.—See Thuanus. 
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can thoſe laws, oppreſlive as they were, be pu 
in competition with thoſe of the holy office as 


they call the inquifition,—the moſt infernal tri- 
bunal that ever was deviſed by the head or heart 


of man. It is ſaid the flames of it begin to 


flacken : would to God ey were quite extin 


— 


It muſt be owned that the Preſoyieytinh or Pu- 
ritans have been very hardly dealt with in the 
reigns of Elizabeth and James the firſt, and in 
thoſe of the two Charles's. Many of them in 
order to enjoy the free exerciſe of their rehgion, 
have been obliged, or choſe, to leave their coun- 
try and tranſplant themſelves with their families 
into the wilds of America. None of thoſe per- 
ſecuted diſſenters move the compaſſion of Mr. 
O'Leary ſo much as the great William Penn, 
who, lays he, deſerved half the world (x), 


But yet that William Penn the Quaker; though 

a reins with Mr. O*Leary, would have been 
burnt at Rome, as the good old knight fir John 
Oldcaſtle, lord Cobham was in 

A. D. 1418. London, by the cruel Arundel ()). 
And how was Penn treated ?—He 

was reſpeQed by the people, and careſſed by the 
king, who granted a tract of land extending five 
degrees from eaſt to weſt, and three from north 


to ſouth, to him and his heirs for ever. — 


Poor perlecuted man how hardly was he dealt 

with !——The Roman Catholic lord Baltimore 

was perſecuted in the ſame way : he ny 
a lt 


(x) O. Leary's Defence, page 141. C) This Arendt 
Was e of Canterbury, a baoghty perſecuting prelate. 
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a like graqf of the whole province of Maryland 
in perpetuity. And to both theſe grants was an- 
nexed an entire liberty of conſeience, with the free 
exerciſe of their reſpective religions. The ſame 
may be ſaid of all the diſſenters who left their 
native country to ſettle in a new world: lands 
were given to them by the nation, and acts of 
parliament were made to ſecure their property 
and to protect their trade. Would Mr. OfLeary 
compare ſuch emigrations with that of more than 
half a million of French Proteſtants at the cloſe 
of the laſt century, who dragooned at home, and 
forced to fly out of their country, eſcaped with in- 
credible hardſhips: and at the peril of their liyes, 

through guarded frontiers—forſaking their patri- 
mony and their poſſeſſions, and filling all Europe 
with proofs of the perſecuting ſpirit of Pope- 
ry (z). And what will he ſay of the Palatines who 
driven out of their country, found a protectreſs 
in queen Anne; or of the Saltzburghers who not 
many years after were treated in the ſame man- 
ner. All theſe poor Germans were ſent to Ame- 

Tica, there to enjoy under the ſanction of the 
laws of England the exerciſe of their religion 
without reſtraint or moleſtation. 


Proteſtants out of a blind zeal, may have 
perſecuted ; but then they have acted. againſt 
the principles of their religion and in direct 
contradiction to the doctrines of chriſtianity, 
which forbid all violent means in matters of 

be NR EK, faith: 

(z) The Abbe Choiſi ſpeaking of Louis XIV. ſigning the 


revocation of the edict of Nantes ſays, « Par ce petit trait 
de plume, il priva ſon royaume d'un million d'hommes et 


<< de deux cent millions d'argent comptant.“ Memoirs 
de PAbbe Choifi, tom. ji. page 36 and gg. 


Ig * 
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faith: whereas a Catholic, in perſecuting here- 
tics, acts conſiſtently, he obeys the commands of 
his church, and regulates his conduct agreeably 
to the oath of Catholic princes, who at their 
acegſſion to the throne all ſwear to deſtroy here- 

„ . 


Mr. O Leary himſelf affords a glaring in- 
ſtance of the difference between a Popiſn and a. 
Proteftant government. He who makes fo very 
free with the popes and their bulls; would he 


dare to expreſs himſelf in the ſame manner, at 


Rome or in any Roman Catholic country? He 
is a Catholic,he vindicates his own religion, 
he runs down that of the country in which 


he lives, he attacks with open virulence a bi- 


ſhop of the eſtabliſhed church a prelate ſo highly 


and deſervedly reſpected in his private and ec- 


cleſiaſtical character, he aſperſes all his oppo- 
nents with the moſt opprobrious names. I would 
aſk, whether in any Popiſh country, a Proteſtant 

KS might 


| (a) The coronation oath of the king of France is,“ Je 
© promets au nom de Jeſus Chriſt, au peuple chretien qui m'eſt 
5 foumis—d'exterminer entierement de mes etats tous les he- 
retiques condamnes par l' Egliſe.“ Boſſuet Polit. del“ Eeri- 
ture Sainte, tom. ii. p. 7 3—76. Voyage du roi Louis XV. à 
Rheims. p. 137. Villaret Hiſt, de France, tom. x1v. p. 43. 
Thele royal oaths may ſerve to aſcertain the diſputed mean - 
ing of the words perſequar and expugnabo in the oath of Po- 
ith bilhops. Not much unlike was the oath of the kings of 
Scotland. The oath of the earl of Morton in the name of 
king James VI. was, I James promiſe faithfully and be- 
21 Ges God—that I will extirpate, out of my dominions all 
<< heretics and enemies of the true religion, that ſhall be 
«* convicted as ſuch by the true church of God.“ Anderſon's: 
Collections, relating to Mary Queen of Scotland, vol, ii. In 
the coronation oath of the kings of England, there are ns 
ſuch engagements. | | 1 
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might with impunity addreſs himſelf in the ſame 
ſtile to a Catholic biſhop? Here Mr. O'Leary *. 
may; he lives ſafe under the ſanction of the laws 

in a Proteſtant country, where all perſwaſions en- 
joy freedom of ſpeech and liberty of the preſs, 

where there are no perſecuting clergy, no op- 

preſſive government. . 


A ſenſible author obſerves, that infidels ſnould 
be very tender of the church of England, as be- 
ing the freeſt from ſuperſtition, the tartheſt from 4 
a perſecuting ſpirit, and the moſt charitable of 7 
all churches. Her whole liturgy breathes mo- 
deration, and univerſal charity; as appears in 
her collect or prayer for all conditions of men. 


*« O God, the creator and preſerver of all 
„ mankind, we humbly beſeech thee for all 
* ſorts and conditions of men, that thou would- 
« eft be pleaſed to make thy ways known un- 
to them, thy ſaving health unto all nations. 
More eſpecially we pray for the good eſtate 
of the Catholic church (b), that it may be ſo 
guided and governed by thy good ſpirit that 
all who profeſs and call themſclves Chriſtians, 
„ may be led into the way of truth, and hold 
the faith in unity of ſpirit, in the bond of 
peace, and in righteouſneſs of life.” And 
in the litany, “ That it may pleaſe thee, O 
Lord to bring into the way of truth all ſuch 
as have erred and are deceived, — To have 
| 6c mercy 


(5) By the Catholic church is meant the Univerſal church, 
the collective body of all Chriſtians ; of whatſoever ſect or 
denomination. All who .call upon the name of Chriſt are 
Chriſtians: All who obey his commands are good Chriſ- 
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« mercy upon all men,. To forgive our eng- 
* mies, per ſecutors and flanderers and to tun 


© their hearts.” And on Good Friday we pray 


for all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Heretits. None, 
though out of the pale of our church are ex- 

cluded from our prayers as in. the. church of 
Rome. No anathemas are denounced in our 


church againſt thoſe who differ from us in re- 


ligious opinions. 


In the council of Trent hundreds of anathe- 
mas are denounced againſt all what they call 
hereſies, ſome of them very trifling ; and at 
Rome on a ſolemn day (holy Thufſday) all 
heretics are excommunicated, anathematiſed and 
condemned by the pope to the flames of hell. 


But as Mr. O Leary juſtly obſerves, the popes: 
anathemas are become a Fuimen brutum, they 
cannot hurt Proteſtants, and are but little re- 
garded even by Papiſts. The Catholic world 
is grown wiſer. The intolerant ſpirit that has 
ſo long raged is, I thank God, much abated 
in all Chriſtian countries. Catholics and Pro- 
teſtants in this iſland live in peace together, 
connected by the ties of ſocial duties, and 1 
will hope of mutual forbearance in religious 
opinions. Many Catholics, all rational ones, 
(tome I know) entertain much more favourable 


opinions with regard to the ſalvation of Pro- 


teftants, than what they formerly did, and I 
have. reaſon to ſuppoſe, that Mr. O'Leary 1s 
in the ſame charitable way of thinking“; for 
though he is ſo very angry With the _— 


* Mr. O'Leary ill not however be conſidered aa lan- 


tudinarian, —Introd: to his Defence, p. 8, note, 


* 
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of Cloyne and -Theophilus, his philenthropy 


will not permit him to extend his reſentment - 
Proteſtants, ſo as to exclude them af}, from 


to P 
the kingdom of Heaven. 


N 


THE church of Rome is an aſtoniſhing edi- 
fice, built up of wonders and miracles, But the 
moſt wonderful part of it, is the head of the edi- 
fice, the Pope himſelf. That a man not diffet- 
ent from other men, neither remarkable for his 


wiſdom (c), or virtues (d), ſhould all at once by 


the election of other men like himſelf, become 
as it were a demi god; and as the eanoniſts ex- 
preſs it, Nec Deus nec homo, neuter inter utrum- 
* que';? Neither God nor man, but ſomething 
between / both:“ a vice god (e), vicar of Chriſt, 
1 head of the church, judge infallible 
of all e _ ed wh. an authori- 
ty paramount to that of princes emperors, 
having dominion over Lee and 7 ſu- 


preme power upon earth in ſpirituals, and tem- 


N F | When 
(e) The famous queen Chriſtina of Sweden ſaid to biſhop 


mon ſenſe. Burnet”s Travel;, : | 
(4) Guiccigrdini a famous Italian hiſtotian ſays, ©* Thoſe 
% popes were reckoned the beſt, who were not worſe than 


«© other men. 
9 Stapleton in the dedication of his works to G 


XV. calls him, ſanQiffimus et beatiſſimus -=_ 
n t 


imus, maximus pl ſupremam oy aumen. 


is — way printed 3 br 2 folio, 1620,—See | 
an inicription u an altar o V. vice &. IL 
of bifbop Beet, by Burnt, p. 3086. 9% 95 * 
V Read the Life of Boniface VIII. 
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Burnet, that of four popes ſhe had known, not one had com- 


pontifex 


* 


* 
* 
. 


# 
* 


66 SUPREMACY er rut \POPE;. - 


When the pope is elected he is carried upon 

the ſhoulders N and ſeated upon the great 

altar of St. Peter; where all who are preſent, 

high and low, come to pay adoration to the new _ 

elected pope : and the rejoicings at Rome on this ; 
event are as great as they uſed to be in Egypt 

when the god Apis was found. © © © 

What can the cardinals, who have elected the 
pope after many cabals (g), think in their hearts 
of this new infallible man ?—What muſt be his 

dyn thoughts, when he can ſay ego /um papa? 

It is difficult to conceive.— They ſee him till the 
lame perſon, and he finds himſelf ſtill the ſame, . 
except that he commonly becomes a worſe man 
after his elevation ; of which the hiſtory of the * 
popes furniſhes us with too many inſtances (C). 


But the teal power and grandeur of the popes 
is now greatly reduced, almoſt to a mere Thadow 
of what it was in former ages. Monteſquieu 
ſays, the pope is an ancient idol incenſed by 
cuſtom (i). : ut ſtill he is ee All the 

ageantry of ancient es is ſtill kept up at 

ome. He Mill dalle tlie pane; of the : 
Univerſal church, and the excluſive poſſeſſion of 
the keys of heaven as ſucceſſor to St. Peter, who 

A A received 


— 


(g) See PHiſtoire des Conclaves. | 
(3) See what Maimbourg ſays of pope Urban VI. Hi. 
du grand Schiſme d*Occident, p. 55, and Thuanus of the ſame 
pope and others, . FR ; 
(i) Le pape eſt le chef des Chreſtiens. C'eſt une vielle 
idole qu'on encenſe encore par habitude. Il etoit autrefois 
4 redoutable aux princes memes, car il les depoſoit auſſi fa- 
cilement que nos auguſtes Sultans depoſent les Rois d'Imi- 
* et de Georgie; mais on ne le craint plus. Lett., F. rf 
22. ; 


. 
- 


* 


\ 
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received them from Chriſt. . If that apoſtle were 
to riſe out of his grave, he would be much ſur- 
prized to find himſelf raiſed to the dignity of 

prom of the apoſtles; and to ſee princes and 


ngs kneel before him and worſhip him; he 


who would not ſuffer the centurion Cornelius to 


fall at his feet (&), Jeſus Chriſt ſays to St. Peter 
feed my ſheep WE whereby according tg the 4n- 


terpretation of Rome, Chriſt declares St. Peter, 
prince of the apoſtles, ' and gives him the ſu- 
preme government of his church: and the pope . 
as ſucceſſor to St. Peter claims the ſame rank and 
authority, and aſſumes the title of /o/e paſtor 


and biſhop of the univerſal church, the other 
biſhops being only his delegates : and the coun- 


cil of Trent has decided it fo. This made Phi- 
lip II. king of Spain ſay of the biſhops, ** That 
* they went biſtops to the council of Trent, and 
came from it only curates.” The biſhops hold 
their epiſcopal ſee, by the grace of God and of the 


apoſtolic ſee, and at their conſecration ſwear obe- 


dience to the biſhop of Rome, That oath has 
great reſtrictions in monarchies, where the pre- 
lates hold their biſhoprics from kings, and only 
want the approbation of the court of Rome, 


which is eaſily obtained by paying the fees (m). 


But the biſhops in partibus are under greater 


ſubjection to Rome, as holding their ſees imme- 


diately from the pope,' and their epiſcopal func-- 
| F2 55 tions 


'(#) AQs, x. 25. (1) John, xxi. 15, 16, 17. 18 
(n) At Rome every thing is tranſacted for money; the 


avarice of that court is ſufficiently known, as theſe old adages 


and a multitude of others expreſs, - | 
Accipe,. cape, nan ſunt verba placentia papæ 
Roma manus rodit z quos rodere non valet odit 


Dantes cuſtodit; non dantes ſpernit et odit 
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tions at his will; and how far their conſectation 


oath ſubjects them to the directions of the court 
of Rome, is beſt known to themſelyes. | 


| Of the diſpenſing power claimed the popes * 
and aſſetted by the Sands! ſhall ſay <1 

as it is a matter of controverſy among the Ca- 
tholics themſelves, and conſidered in a very dif- 
ferent light on one kde of the * from what it 
is on the other. 


3 + 


ſame may be faid of the eg 41 
popes which they ſtill claim in its full ex- 
ent, and which BY a long diſpute was acknow - 
ledged by the Galliean church; as i i 
the caſe of the famous five propoſitions of 
ſenius (o), which were condemned. by a bull hs 
heretical. The clergy in France, at leaſt a 
part, accepted the bull as to the doQrine=the 
dene of the five propoſitions ; but they 
Maintained that thoſe enge tions were not in 
the book of Janſenius. threatened 
ex communication againſt all 4 onld ſay that 
thoſe five propoſitions were not in Janfenius, 4 
ſince he, the pope, ſaid they were; that he was 
the infallible 5 e de fatto, as well as de jure, 
in matters of fact as well as of doctrine. And 
the clergy were obliged to ſubmit. ? 


Of Whatever power. and 1 authority the popes 


(2) Mer. 68 not believe the infallidility of the 
pope z nor do I.—But whether we believe it or not it is not 
a whit 755 ee, vilbap 0 of his ror ye OY 6 N. 

| (s) Janſenius bi died 1 is en 
titled Auguſtinus, was — in 1640, und was for many 
yuun a bone of contention in * 
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are poſſeſſed, they claim it as derived from Je- 
ſus Chriſt and his apoſtles by an uninterrupted 
ſucceſſion (p). But of all epiſcopal ſees, that of 
Rome has the leaſt pretence to it. They ſtum- 
ble at the very threſhold ; it being ſtill doubtful 
whether the apoſtle St. Peter ever was at Rome: 
and much uncertainty ſtill remaining concern- 
ing the firſt biſhops. How. many ſchifms have 
there been in the church of Rome And not 
one of them ever determined without blood» 
ſhed. The ſee itſelf has been often vacant for 
whole years, which every time cauſed an in- 
terruption in this boaſted ſucceſſion. And how 
was it during the great ſchiſm of the weſt, 
which laſted upwards of fifty years (q) ?—— 
Where at that time was the vicar of Chriſt 
the ſucceſſor of St, Peter, the infallible judge of | 
controverſies? Was he at Rome? Was he at A- 
vignon ?--When the popes of both ſees excom- 
municated each other with all the followers of 
their antagoniſt, the whole Catholic world lay 
under anathema, and in a ſtate of damnatio 
Was there no interruption of that holineſs afcri 
ed to their popes in the ninth and tenth centu- 
ries, when Formoſus I. and his ſucceſſors were 
ſeated in the chair of St. Peter Fs; XI. was 
elected pope at the age of !wenty-five, John XII, 
at eighteen, and Benedict IX, at twelve years 
old, &c (r). Cardinal Baronius reckons up ten 
popes of this ſtamp, and calls them monſters of 
| men 


* 


) The Jewiſh prieſthood was a prieſthood of ſueceſſion in 
the family of Aaron: but that of the Chriſtian church is a 
prieſthood of election. „ 

. (9g) At the end of the fourteenth century. 


Al in the tenth century. 
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men and of a moſt profligate life. And how. ma- 

ny popes there have been, of whom the ſame 

' may be ſaid, muſt be known to all thoſe who 
have read the hiſtory of the popes. * 


A celebrated author gives the following ſhort 
picture of the popes. The popes for ſeveral” 
* centuries were never elected but by force of 
| arms: and the people and princes were ſo 
; ( weak, that an antipope when acknowledged, 
bo 13 became at that very inſtant the vicar of od 
= and an infallible man. But ſhould this infal- 
$i lible man be depoſed, che character of divi- 
1 * nity was Leden dged in his ſucceſſor. And 
#1 AI theſe gods upon earth, —alternately aſſaſſins or + 
1 « aflaſſinated, —poiſoning or poiſoned; ;—enrich- 
} ing their baſtards, and at the ſame time iſſu- 
Þ ing bulls againſt fornication — and 
| 8 proſcribing tournaments, and yet waging wars 
** themſelves; excommunicating and depoſing 
« kings, but ſelling the remiſſion of ſins to the 
people were at the ſame time the ſcandal, 
„the horror, and the * of Catholic Eu- 
& rn (5). | W ß F If f 


5 


4 


ce 


on - - * 
e * — % not” oo * 1 * 1 
— . lin SE TIED 5 - Wn 
« : CT NEO I Ro. — 2222 ; 


"a Lav papes ne furent elus, aa — tele, que 
les armes à la main; et les peuples & les princes mEmes etoient 
ſi imbecilga, qu'un antipape reconnu par eux, etoit des ce 
moment le Vicaire de Dieu, & un homme infaillible. Cet 
4 homme infaillible, etoit il depoſe? On reveroit ls caraQere 
1 i de la divghite dans ſon ſncceſſeur. Et ces dieu ſur terte, 
1 tantot ns, tantot aſſaſſines; empoiſoneurs, et empot» 
ſonnés ) a tour; enrichiſſant leurs batards, & donnant 
des do ers i contre la fornication z anathematiſant les touts 
want la guerre; depoſant les rois, & vendant la 
peches aux peuples, etoient à la fois le ſcan - 
, & la dirinité de l Europe 9 „ 
TY 42 3 gener. 81 dernier. " 
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If Mr. OfLeary is not ſatisfied with this pic: 
ture of the ' popes, let him give us a better 
ak. 5 . 


The popes, ſuch as they were, had found . 
means to raiſe their power above that of kings 
and emperors, diſpoſing of kingdoms and empires, 
by virtue of their ſupremacy in ſpirituals and 
temporals. In the twelfth century, pope Adrian 
IV. claimed the ſovereignty over all iſlands, and 
by this uſurped authority, he made to Henry IL 
king of England a grant of Ireland, in order, 

| ſaid he, to extirpate the vices that reigned in that — 
and. Which were thofe vices? The greateſt '; i 

in the eyes of Rome, was the frequent oppo- 
ſition which the- Iriſh clergy had made to the 
bulls of popes ; for of all Chriſtian nations, the 
Iriſh had made the longeſt ſtand againſt the uſur- 
pations and tyranny of the church of Rome, 
even ſo late as the twelfth century, with regard 
to the celebration of Eafter, as may be ſeen in 
that excellent book of primate Uber upon the 

religion of the ancient Iriſh © A 


The Iriſh received chriſtianity from St. Patrick, 
, their great apoſtle. And no where did the pure 
religion of Chriſt ſhine with more luſtre than in 
Ireland, as long as they held to the doctrines of 
St. Patrick and kept clear of the ſuperſtitions of 
Rome. His name is ſtill in great veneration a- 
mong thE®riſh ' Catholics; but his religion is al- 
moſt obliterated. 3 


LE. 


The /econd part of the creed of pope 5 Pius 
IV. could not be the religion of St. Patrick, for 


* 
* il 
. 
+ 
- 
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in his time the Nicene creed only, was the 6. 


lin of the Catholic church (9. 
St. Patrick cannot have aaa Chriſtians 


from reading the ſcriptures (u); for he lived a- 
bout the ſame time as St. Auguſtin, St. Chry- 


ſoſtom and St. Jerom, who recommend to all 


| Chriſtians, the reading of the holy (criptures | in 
the vulgar tongus. 


St. Patrick could know bis of tbe ſav 
fice of the maſs, and the adoration of the 
hoſt (x); for theſe were introduced in the Chrif- | 


tian church many ages after that holy man's 
time, and were not: 2 8 eſtabliſhed before the 


council of Trent. 


81 Patrick did not teach the abſurd dodrine 4 
Tranſubtantiation O). Both the name and the 
thing being equally unknown in the Chriſtian 
churches.'till the ninth century, when upon the 


| firſt invention of it by Paſchaſius Radbertus, it 


was zealouſſy oppoſed by Johannes Seotus Erige- 
na, a native of Ireland, and the moſt learned man 


of thoſe times. His writings againſt Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, were afterwards burnt, and that te- 


net made an article of faith, but not before the 


year 1215 in the fourth council of ateran. 


The facrament -of the Lord's? Supper hai in 


all Chriſtian churches, and from the founda- 


tion of chriſtianity been adminiſtered in the two 


Rinds 2), of oe and wine, . to the 


5 | 85 inſti- | 


i .- 


| (59 r jd ts) See & 11 IM ts) See 6 . | 
(>) See 5 v. 2 255 N 1 „ ; 


F ; 
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inſtitution of our Saviour. It pleaſed the coun- 
cil of Conſtance in the year 1414 to curtail that 
holy ſacrament of one of its eſſential parts, and 
deny to the laity the partaking of the wine. St. 
Patrick was too good a Chriſtian to have joined 
in ſuch a ſacrilegious attempt. 7 


Nor would he have countenanced the ſcanda - 
lous traffic of indulgences as praQtifed in the churcck 


of Rome (a). That treaſure of merits, in the 
diſpoſal of the ſovereign pontiff, was entirely 
unknown to the apoſtle of Ireland; and ſo was 
the Popiſh purgatory (), as primate Usſher has 
clearly demonſtrated (ch). 


St. Patrick did not-recommend the invocation 
of ſaints, the worſhip of images, or veneration 
of relics: they are all ſuperſtitions of a much 
later date. „ AG N „ 


e * 


St. Patrick cannot have acknowledged the ſu- 
premacy of the popes. For there were no popes 
in his time. — There were biſhops of Rome, who 

were highly reverenced on account of the preemi- 
nence of their ſee, in the capital city of the 
Roman empire. But the titles of ſupreme head 


of the Church, univerſal biſhop and infallible 


judge of all controverſies, were unknown in the 
days of St. Patrick. They were aſſumed by de- 
grees, and gradually acknowledged by the Catho-— 
lic world. The Iriſh, notwithſtanding the long 
and firm reſiſtance which they had made againſt 
the uſurpations of Rome, were at laſt forced 

#7 OR by 
(a) See 5 viii. (3) See 5 vii. 
4) Relig, ancient Iriſh, chap. ii it. 

19 3 


by papal, power, aſſiſted by the ſecular arm, o 
ſubmit to the tyrannical yoke of Popery. All 
Popiſh fuperſtitions poured at once into the iſſand. 
mn the times of. ignorance and confuſion which 
ſucceeded; and took ſuch deep root, that when + # 
in the ſixteenth century, the bleſſed reformation - | 
reſtored the old religion, and primitive. chriſtia- 
nity began to revive, it found in Ireland the 
greateſt oppoſition. . The Iriſh were now become 
as zealouſly attached to the religion of Rome, as 
they had been in former times to that of St. Fa- 
trick, The far greater part of the people re- 
mained Papiſts, and ſtill continue to live in a ſtate 
of ſlothful ignorance, which their -prieſts ſeem 
more inclined to encourage than to remove. 
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O that they were wiſe, that they underſiood this, 
| #bat they would confider their latter end (d) 
' 8 | 
** * ? 
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